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Ready 


By Barbara Elden Cornet 


EADY to go? Yes, Lord, 
Ready to follow Thee 
Anywhere Thou shalt lead, 
Over the land or sea. 
Ready to leave behind 
Fortune, and friends, and fame, 
To preach in the uttermost parts 
Salvation through Thy Name. 
Ready to yield my all 
And go where my Lord shall call! 


Ready to stay? Oh, Lord! 
Surely be phan gy 
For one so 
To linger, Pationt Sod still? 
Ready to stay behind 
And watch the rest go on; 
To hold the fort at home, 
And see that these are won? 
Lord, it is hard to stay 
When you long to be on your way! 


Still, the harvest field at home 
Is as ripe as that abroad, 
And the man who lives next door 
Is hungering after God. 
And perhaps He can use me more 
When He calls me at last to go, 
For the lessons of grace I learned 
In the days when I served Him so. 
Ready to go or stay— 
Lord Jesus, have Thy wayt 


"7 
The Miracle Book 


God’s Book is itself a miracle, written 
by the miraculous power of God upon men. 
And it reveals to us the God of miracles, 
and of Christ who is “the same yesterday, 
and to day, and for ever.” The Miracle 
Book Club, begun by Mrs. Evelyn M, Mc- 
Clusky for young people of today, whose 


lives are more certain to be wrecked than 
ever before unless the God of miracles saves 
and keeps them, is being used of God in 
miraculous ways. Chapters of the Miracle 
Book Club have now been formed in every 
state of the Union and in various foreign 
countries. Word reached Mrs, McClusky 
from the flood district a few weeks ago, 
telling of a boy who lost his life while 
trying to rescue a neighbor ; the boy’s sister 
said: “But what is so grand is that he was 
saved last month at MBC, so it is all 
right, and we are more than conquerors. 
If this had come to us sooner we would 
not have been able to endure it.” The 
motto of Miracle Book Club is Ro- 
mans 8: 37, “We are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.” A Chinese 
chapter of MBC reports that bandits were 
recently surrounding them and had set fire 
to powder which was a trail to bombs in- 
tended to destroy the whole place. The 
boys prayed suddenly, and rain came from 
a clear sky, put out the fire, and saved the 
compound. Those Chinese boys use the 
same musical “Call” that all the MBC 
young people of America use. “Is any 
thing too hard for the Lord?” 


2 
The Gospel Not a Gamble 


It is cheap blasphemy to talk about 
the Gospel as though it were a gamble. 
Prominent adherents of the Oxford Group 


Movement do so, actually saying of “the 
gambling instinct” that “nowhere does it 
find a truer or more complete outlet. and 
fulfillment than in religion. . . . Religion 
is betting your life there is a God.” “Back 
God and watch Him win your own Derby.” 
A. J. Russell, in whose book “For Sinners 
Only” these statements are found, says of 
the members of the Group Movement: 
“They are gamblers all; gambling reck- 
lessly with their own lives— gambling on 
God.” To say that trusting God is gam- 
bling is to say that God might fail. A 
popular British army chaplain, the late G. 
A. Studdert-Kennedy, wrote a poem on the 
death of Christ in which he described the 
soldiers playing with dice for the garments 
of our Lord. Then he said: 

He was a gambler pa gered Christ, 

He took his life and threw 

It for a world redeemed. 

And ere his agony was done, 

Before the westering sun went down, 

Crowning that day with crimson crown, 

He knew that he had won. 
There is the same blasphemy again, liken- 
ing our Lord’s laying down his life, and the 
result of this, to a gambler’s chance. This 
spiritually blind clergyman seemed not to 
know that, while the Son of God indeed 


“knew that he had won” before that day © 


was.over, he also knew it before any human 
soul had ever lived or sinned. “The Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world” 


knew through all eternity that only his 


death could save lost sinners. 


x 


The Sin of Unbelief 


HAT is the prevailing sin of this 

day and generation? Unbelief. 

Christians fall into many sins be- 
cause of it, even some while they are con- 
tending for the faith. 

We have made more sure of the doc- 
trinal foundation of our faith in God and 
our assurance of salvation—even now ‘and 
here and forever — when we have learned 
what Christ meant in his words: “And 
when he [the Spirit] is come, he will re- 
prove the world of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment: of sin, because they 
believe not on me” (John 16:8, 9). 

There we learn that the sin which will 
be the distinguishing mark between the un- 
saved and the saved in the final judgment 
is the sin of refusing to believe on Christ. 

While we pity and plead for, or with, 
those who have not, with us, made a con- 
“fession of this faith unto. salvation, we 
often are manifesting unbelief by the weak- 
ness of our spiritual life. A minister 


preached an eloquent sermon on the “Way : 


of Jesus” and told how the Master first 
turned to his own home folks. The pastor 
asked how many of his hearers were copy- 
ing Christ in that they sought to witness 
to their home folks and in their home town. 
He enumerated the many reasons he -be- 
lieved were keeping them from it: fear of 
ridicule, hard hearts about them, ,accus- 
tomedness to seeing friends with no thought 
of their soul life, and the like. A woman 
who listened to the young minister’s ser- 
mon, and who had lately come into the 
joy of witnessing boldly and freely to any 
who talked with her, longed that the min- 
ister’s audience might know the one and 


only reason that witnessing is not done—. 


unbelief. Where the Word of God is taken 
with childlike faith, where it is studied and 
meditated and claimed in prayer, it burns 
in the soul until there is no escape from 
the utterance of its message to others. 
David cried: “When I kept silence, my 
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bones waxed old through .my roaring” 
(Psa. 32:3). Whether it is in confession 
or in witnessing, only the Word of God 
applied to the heart by the Spirit of God 
can move us to unburden our hearts. 

A lad of sixteen years of age called each 

night at the home of an elderly woman, 
alone in the world. He always asked 
whether his services were needed for any- 
thing. Always she asked him to make her 
evening worship “Family Worship” by lis- 
tening to ker “Daily Light” verses and 
prayer. She sensed a restiveness in the 
boy’s listening, yet he was apparently will- 
ing to listen and always quietly respectful. 
After a year of these frequent worship 
times, he broke forth one evening with 
questions, “Why did God put Adam and 
Eve where he. knew they could get to that 
tree when all the time he knew they were 
made able to sin?” “Why did he create 
them with the ability to sin?” ‘Why must 
folks go to hell because Adam sinned?” 
“Why can’t God prevent sin if he ‘is all 
powerful?” “Why was it so good of him 
to send his Son: to die, when it was his 
own permitting that sin first got into us?” 
“Why wouldn’t it be better of him to let 
every one be just finished off” (the lad 
meant annihilation), “and so if the good 
didn’t get any Heaven, neither would mil- 
lions torment forever in hell?” “Why 
must any suffer in hell forever, when they. 
get nothing but hell here on earth?” 
- The woman was amazed. She had com- 
mented each evening on the verses read 
and believed that the whole ground of our 
salvation and all the great mercy of God 
had been thus simply stated to the boy. 
In fact, she had ‘believed him almost too 
easily acquiescent to the teachings. She 
had decided that it must take a shallow 
mind to accept so quickly and dully. Now 
she realized that the restiveness she had 
felt, yet could not definitely place, was 
that of resistance to the truths being read 
to him. 

To the boy, whose questions were asked 
in’ sincere desire to be able to “see that 
God is fair,” this woman again told how 
God willed us to be like himself in free 
will and with the ability to choose good or 
evil; how he -had no obligation to make 
one of his created beings happy or im- 
mortal; how in his infinite goodness he had 
planned for that undeserved happiness and 
communion with him; how the wonder is 
not that any perish but that any are saved; 
how hell comes not alone because of sin 
but because of refusal to take God’s rem- 
edy and acknowledge his sovereignty. The 
boy questioned still, with a longing in his 
face and voice to see God again as he had 
in small-boyhood Sunday school days. 

Finally the woman said: “If you under- 
stood just why, you would be equal in 
wisdom to God. You could no longer wor- 
ship him, for you would be equal. He is 
infinite: we must not expect to understand 
all; but we must wish to trust. In the 
world to come, he may show you his rea- 
sons. In this, he gives you the chance to 
trust him in the dark. Read your Bible. 
He will make much clear as you do. The 
rest you can leave to him for his good 
time.” 

The boy replied: “I know it doesn’t 
matter what I think. I’m nothing. I don’t 
want to say anything that will insult God. 
I thought there might be answers, you 
know.” 
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“There is one infallible answer,” replied 
the woman. “ ‘God is love.’ Whether we 
understand or not, we know he just could 
not and would not do one thing that was 
not planned and filled with the truest love.” 
The boy’s face brightened. Into their wor- 
ship moments came new happiness and, 
finally, eager searching of the Bible to find 
more about the God of love. 

Some weeks later the woman read again 
the life of Richard Baxter. He who wrote 
“Saints’ Rest” was a minister in England 
from 1638 to 1649. Because he would not 
subscribe to the Conformists oath (binding 
him never to give his consent to the altering 
of the government of the church in particu- 
lars not distinctly defined) he became an 
offense to the friends of episcopacy. He 
suffered fines, imprisonments, beratings, 
arrests for teaching the Gospel, falsifica- 
tions, and constant trials while his health 
was a source of much suffering. His 
gentleness and faith are still a marvel to 
all who read of his deeds and words and 
replies to calumny. “Oh, the faith of such 
a man,” one is led to cry, “would God I 
had faith like it!” Yet this woman, who 
had heard the young man’s questionings, 
found that Baxter, the godly minister, had 
had similar doubts to fight against. This 
is what he says of himself after he had 
ministered for some years: 


“I had so long neglected the well settling 
of the foundations on which I rested, while 
I had bestowed so much time in the super- 
structure and applicatory part. For, not 
daring ‘to question the truth of the Scrip- 
tures and the life to come, I had either 
taken it for a certainty upon trust or taken 
up with common reasons of it, which I had 
never well considered, digested, or made 
my own. ... Till I was ready to enter 
the ministry all my troubles had been raised 
by the hardness of my heart and the doubt- 
ings of my own sincerity ; but now all these 
began to vanish . . . instead I was assaulted 
with more pernicious temptations; espe- 
cially to question ‘the truth of the sacred 
Scriptures; and also the life to come. ... 


This temptation seemed to enervate all the . 


former reasons of my feeble faith, which 
had made me take the Scriptures for the 
Word of God, and it set before me such 
mountains of difficulty in the incarnation, 
the person of Christ, his undertaking and 
performance, with the Scripture chronology, 
histories, style, etc., as had overwhelmed 
me, if God had not been my strength... . 
Though formerly I was wont, when any 
such temptation came, to cast it aside, as 
fitter to be abhorred than considered, yet 
now this would not give me satisfaction; 
but I was disposed to dig to the very 
foundations and seriously to examine the 
reasons of Christianity and to give a hear- 
ing to all that could be said against it, that 
so my faith might be my own. And at 
last I found that ‘nothing is so firmly be- 
lieved as that which has been some time 
doubted.’ 

“In this storm of temptation, I questioned 
awhile whether I were indeed a Christian 
or an infidel, and whether faith could con- 


sist of such doubts as I- was conscious of.) 


. . « But my judgment closed with the 
reason that as in the very assenting act of 
faith there may be such weakness as may 
make us cry, ‘Lord, increase our faith: 
we believe, Lord, help our unbelief’; so 
when faith and unbelief are in their con- 
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flict, it is the effects which must show us 
which .of them is victorious, and that he 
that has so much faith as will cause him 
to deny himself, take up his cross, and 
forsake all the profits, honors, and pleas- 
ures of this world, for the sake of Christ 
and the love of God and the hope of glory, 
has a saving faith, how weak soever.” 
Could not many young—and older — 
Christians, if gifted with a pen like Bax- 
ter’s, be writing the above confession to- 
day? What has all this to do with the 


-sermon the young minister preached on 


personal testimony? Mark what follows 
in Baxter’s illuminating words: 


“T «was forced to take notice that our 
belief of the truth of the Word of God, 
and the life to come, is the spring of all 
grace; and with which it rises or falls, 
flourishes or decays, is actuated or stands 
stiil; and that there is more of this secret 


(Continued on page 205) 








Notes on Open Letters 




















The Meaning of ff 


On page 842 of Tue Sunpay_ScHoor 
Times containing the lesson for December 
27, under Answers, 


8. Acts 28: 17f. 

9. Philemon 1f. 

11. Rev. 2ff. 
occur the letters ff. I do not know what 
they mean. I asked my pastor, and he says 


that it stands for “following.” I also asked 

different Sunday school teachers,.some who 

are teachers in schools and one a college, 
and they did not know. Will you kindly let 
me know ? 

I have been a subscriber for many years 
and enjoy the help of your valuable paper 
in preparing for teaching my class —A New 
York State Sunday school teacher. 

The letters ff are a common abbreviation 
for the word “following,” as this teacher’s 
pastor said. Thus the reference, Acts 
28: 17/7, means that the answer to the ques- 
tion is found, not only in verse 17 of Acts 
28, but in the verses immediately follow- 
ing. There are many such abbreviations 
in common use in magazines and books, 
and an explanation of the abbreviations is 
given at the back of most English diction- 
aries. Thus Webster’s, both the Un- 
ab:idged and the smaller Collegiate or 
desk Dictionary, gives several pages oi 
common abbreviations. One of the com- 
monest is etc., standing for the Latin words 
et cetera, meaning “and others,” or “and 
so forth.” Less familiar abbreviations, but 
in common vse, are aet., aged; cc., cubic 
centimeter; cf., compare (confer); circ., 
about; vid., see. 

In typesetting, whether by hand or by 
machine, both time and space are costly, 
hence abbreviations in printed matter. They 
can hardly be accounted for by the fact 
that we are living in a day of tremendous 
speed and pressure, for abbreviations date 
far back. But as illustrating the chronic 
speed under which so many live today, 
some one has said that one hundred years 
ago, if a man was going on a journey, he 
went to the nearest crossroads and looked 
for the stagecoach; if he just missed a 
coach, he thought nothing of waiting twen- 
ty-four hours for the next one to come by. 
But today, if he misses a quarter section 
of a revolving door entering a building, he 


_is distinctly annoyed by the waste of time! 
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Giving Heed to Seducing Spirits 


Who may come as “angels of light” while 
“ speaking lies in hypocrisy ” 











By Keith L. Brooks, tditor of “Prophecy” 








EDICAL scientists on the Pacific 

Coast manifested great interest, last 

year, in a twelve-year-old Los An- 

geles boy who seems to have remarkable psy- 

chic powers. After 150 specialists had wit- 

nessed this youngster perform at Hollywood 

Hospital, for want of better terms the doc- 

tors concluded that the lad has “super- 
normal sight.” 

This young Pat Marquis goes at will 

into a mild form of trance. He could dupli- 

cate gestures made by various doctors who 


might take any position and ask him to 
' describe them or repeat them. He replied 


to questions. verbally or. by writing. . A 
Persian physician asked questions in Per- 
sian and received correct replies written in 


' Persian, although Pat has no knowledge 


of that language. 

Heavily blindfolded, Pat can walk any- 
where in strange places without stumbling. 
Blindfolded he can outline portraits exactly 
with a pencil, or draw a remarkably geod 
portrait of a person. He can read the most 
minute lettering on a gold watch, or fetch a 
given book from a remote bookcase and open 
it to a page indicated —all with his eyes 
heavily covered. 


The Power to Make Predictions 


Pat told one doctor in answer to ques- 
tions that consciousness is seated in the 
mid-brain between the colliculi, and that he 
usually employs the left optic thalamus in 
his demonstrations of sightless vision. 
While in trances, Pat represents himself 
as an ancient Persian, Napeji, and in this 
guise gives predictions that have proved 
uncannily accurate. 

“How he could know anatomy and mod- 


ern medical terms is beyond me,” said one - 


of the specialists. “Certainly the boy knows 
nothing of them.” 

Manifestations of this kind are being 
more and more frequently reported in these 
days, and letters from the mission fields 
tell of unusual demonstrations of demon 
powers, reminding one of cases recorded 
in the Gospels when another dispensation 
was coming to a close. Interest in Spir- 
itism is greatly stimulated by such demon- 
strations as have been given by the Los 
Angeles boy. Many Christians are won- 
dering what these powers may be. 

The .Bible student instinctively recalls 
those warnings against those who “peep 
and mutter” in trances and in darkness 
(Isa. 8:19; Lev. 20:6; Deut. 18: 10-12). 


‘It is entirely possible that this lad may be 


subject to possession by a foreign spirit, 
a demon. Like obsessed persons of whom 
we read in the Bible, he is at times given 
knowledge of things hidden to others but 
well known by the prince of this world, 
Satan. 

Some may scoff at such assertions, yet 
many modern scientists have come to rec- 
ognize the fact that the story of “Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde” is a scientific possibility. 
Professor Morton Prince in his book, “Dis- 
association of Personality,” tells of a 





Prophecy, sharpest of all swords, 
says clearly that’ in in the end of the 
age, the time in which we are now 
living, men will take up Spiritism and 
be fatally deceived by it. “Now the 
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shail depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, 
and doctrines of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1). 

God warned his people Israel against 
such practices, which were popular in 
Canaan before Joshua led Israel into 
the land. A great revival of these 
practices is s ing the world today. 
The subject will be taken up in a later 
Phy ae Ponca coe of laa 
Bible Prophecy, by the Editor. 

The article on this page by Mr. 
Brooks throws light on this dark 








woman who had three distinct personalities 
possessing her at different times. While 
acting one rdle she was unconscious of 
what she did while under other control, 

The Literary Digest some time ago car- 
ried an article quoting a London alienist 
of repute as expressing his belief that some 
cases of acute mania are due to diabolical 
influence or possession, Dr. Montague 
Lomax told a London conference that he 
had been consulted by a woman “who, if 
not the victim of some obsessed discarnate 
entity, baffles all medical explanation.” He 
added: “Even some clergy today no longer 
believe in demon possession and regard 
Christ and his early followers as victims 
of a delusion in this matter. None the 
less, I hold it firmly.” 


Superhuman Strength 

A report of a Presbyterian Mission in 
Siam recently told of a man in a heathen 
town who burst all fetters put upon him, 
holding the people in terror by. prophesying 
the death dates of various people, his pre- 
dictions always coming true. He con- 
founded the witch doctors by his ready 
wisdom. A missionary commanded the evil 
spirits in the name of Christ to depart from 
the man, and, after a great struggle, he 
was completely and permanently delivered. 

As to the case of young “Pat,” some 
light may also be thrown by the comment 
of a Dr. Lohmann, who gave in a British 
publication a report of an investigation 
among “tongues” people. Strange phe- 
nomena broke out in German churches, and 
sincere Christian people talked and wrote 
in unknown languages and seemed to have 
supernatural sight. Dr. Lohmann’s state- 
ment reported: 

“Powers and possibilities have been dis- 
covered in man, which until now have been 
totally unsuspected. They are designated 
‘sublimal powers,’ and we speak of ‘sub- 
consciousness,’ 

“What physical occurrences accompany 
these phenomena? The lower nerve-centers 


_ (the ganglionic system, or the ‘vegetative’ 


nerves, as they are called), which have their 
chief seat in the region round the pit of 
the stomach, are excited to increased activ- 
ity. At the same time the central region 
of the higher nervous system (the cerebral 
system), which in a riormal state of affairs 
is the medium of conscious perception and 
action, becomes paralyzed. There is a re- 
versal of the order of nature. The lower 
nerves take over the duty of the higher 
ones (a sort of compensation). This state 
of things comes to pass negatively, by the 
higher organ losing its natural supremacy 
under pressure of illness, or artifically by 
hypnotism, auto-suggestion, etc.; and posi- 
tively by the lower nerves being in some 
way excited artificially to increased activ- 
ity, whereby they get the upper hand. 
These nerves then display abilities which 
our ordinary organs of sense do not pos- 
sess; they receive impressions from a realm 
usually closed to us, such as clairvoyance, 
presentiments, prophecy, speaking with 
tongues, etc. 

Seeing with Eyes Closed 

. . . When in a state of somnambulism, 
the inner sense, heightened in its activity, 
perceives outward things as clearly and 
more so than when awake, when it rec- 
ognizes tangible objects with eyes tightly 
closed and absolutely unable to see, just as 
well as by sight; this takes place, accord- 
ing to the unanimous declaration of all 
somnambulists, through the pit of the stom- 
ach, i. e., through the nerves which haye 
their seat in this region. . . . And it is 
from this part that the herves are set in 
action which move the organs of speech (in 
speaking with tongues, etc.). 

“Numberless cases of false mysticism 
through all the centuries of Church His- 
tory display the same characteristics, the 
sub-consciousness being always the medium 
of such perception and functions. They are 
morbid, coming under the garb of Divine 
manifestations to lead souls astray. Now, 
it is very significant that according to the 
assertions of the leaders, it is an activity of 
the sub-consciousness that we meet with 
in the ‘Pentecostal Movement.’ - 

“Those in whom the sub-consciousness 
becomes active in the manner described 
above feel as it were an electric stream 
passing through the body; which is an ex- 
citing of the nerves which have their cen- 
tral seat in the pit of the stomach. It is 
from thence that the jaws are moved in 
speaking with tongues. . 

“This feeling of bliss i: is pace tigicgss 
teristic feature of this class of occurrences, 
By exciting the lower nervous system a 
feeling of intense rapture is regularly pro- 
duced. ... At first we find connected with 
it usually involuntary contraction: of the 
muscles and movement of the limbs, in con- 
sequence of the unnatural inversion of the 
nervous system.” 

It need only be added that enlightened 
Christians will do well to stay as far away 


as possible from the influences of those who 
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are tampering with the occult powers, 
whatever they may be. The Bible describes 
a threefold array of the enemy in the last 
days in the attempt to mislead even the 
very elect: rationalism, heresy, and fanati- 
cism, Satan’s devices are centered in a 
special way about the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit, since this has to do with inner ex- 
perience. It has never been difficult for 
the Devil to counterfeit the Spirit’s work 
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to a degree, or to produce physical mani- 
festations. Tongues manifestations, and un- 
canny powers such as éxhibited by young 
Pat, have always been connected with 
heathen religions and have accompanied 
many insidious cults, 

“Beloved, believe not every $pirit, but 
try the spirits whether they are of God” 
(1 John 1:4). 

Los ANGELEs, CALIF. 














What D. L. Moody Did for Teacher Training 


An address given at the recent annual meeting 
of the Evangelical Teacher Training Association 


By Clarence H. Benson 








L. MOODY died in 1899. The 

‘ Evangelical Teacher Training As- 

sociation was not in existence until 

1931. What possible connection could the 

great Sunday school man have had with 
this movement of recent years? 

To discover the contact—and it is a 
very vital one — we must go back into the 
history of the Sunday school, especially that 
part which is related to our American pub- 
lic schools. The Sunday school is a mod- 
ern enterprise, While it originated in 
Britain, it was in America that it found 
its most signal growth and wielded its 
greatest influence. Today this agency for 
Christian instruction has twice as large a 
constituency on this side of the Atlantic 
as it has on the entire continent of Europe, 
and is recognized by thinking people as 
perhaps the most indispensable of American 
institutions, 

This has come about largely from the 
fact that the Constitution of the United 
States confers upon the Church certain 
powers and responsibilities that in other 
Christian countries are reserved by the 
State. In order that there might be com- 
plete separation between State and Church, 
those who framed our Constitution assigned 
to the former the task of caring for the 
intelligence of its people, and to the lat- 
ter the development of their moral char- 
acter. As the State through its- public 
schools was already occupying the time 
of childhood and youth during the week, 
Sunday, with its church school, came to 
be recognized as the time and place for 
their religious instruction. 

Thus in the early history of our Amer- 
ican nation there was little difference be- 
tween the efficiency of the public school 
and the Sunday school, -As Dr. A. A. 
Brown well says in his “History of Re- 
ligious Education in Recent Times”: 


“For the first forty years of the last 
century the ability of the average Sunday 
school teacher was not far below that of 
the average public school teacher, The 
greatest difference between teachers in these 
respective institutions came when normal 
schools, in the face of much opposition, 
rapidly vindicated themselves in the eyes 
of the American people. When after the 
Civil War the state normal schools were 
fully adépted as a national institution, the 
improvement of the public school was 
rapid.” 

It is one of the tragedies of American 
history that the Church failed to respond 
to the noble efforts of its far-sighted 





leaders who vainly struggled at this time 
to have the training of the Sunday school 
teacher kept on an equal plane- with that 
of the public school teacher. As early as 
1847 Dr. D. P. Kidder, corresponding sec- 
retary of the Sunday School Union of the 
Methodist Church, set forth the importance 
of the Church’s establishing a system of 
normal schools for its teachers, similar to 
those which were being. established for 
secular instruction. The indifference of the 
Church to-this proposal is indicated by his 
subsequent discouraging statement: 


“The proposal of normal instruction for 

Sabbath school teachers was suggested in 
our last report. We confess, however, that 
we fear the day is distant when the Church 
will take as high ground on this subject 
as that assumed by several states of the 
Union, viz., that in order to promote gen- 
eral education most effectually, institutions 
must be provided for the special instruc- 
tion of teachers.” 
. In 1860, Dr. John H. Vincent, later 
bishop of the Methodist Church and one 
of the foremost men in Sunday school his- 
tory, raised the pertinent question, “Why 
cannot we have a teachers’ institute sim- 
ilar to that of the public schools in every 
district?” In the London Sunday School 
Convention of 1862, he said, “We cannot 
have normal colleges yet in every com- 
munity, so I recommend that we do the 
best we can with opportunities now within 
reach.” 

Professor John S. Hart, the first Editor 
of Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times, in the 
introduction to the book entitled, “The 
Sunday School Teachers’ Institute,” pub- 
lished in 1866, said: 


“Tt is time that some general movement 
was made in the matter of teacher train- 
ing. Let the plain, painful truth be spoken. 
Our Sabbath schools are taught by those 
who know not how to teach. Our schools 
will never accomplish what they should, 
until our teachers know better how to teach 
and what to teach. Our teachers them- 
selves must be taught. ‘Whoever shall de- 
vise the means of: doing this effectually, 
will help forward the great cause as much 
as if they were to put a hundred mission- 
aries in the field.” 

Professor Hart went on to suggest that 
the theological seminaries might make someé 
provision for trairiing teachers, while Dr. 
Vincent recommended that the Christian 
colleges assume this responsibility. But de- 
spite the vision ef institutional training for 
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Sunday school teachers, “the new day 
which seemed to be dawning, did not really 
come.” The theological seminaries .con- 
tinued to confine their work to the prep- 
aration of pastors, while the Christian 
college felt that it had fulfilled its obliga- 
tion to the Church when it had provided 
seminary students with their academic 
training and trained Christian teachers for 
the public school — where religion is not 
taught. 

We would not ignore the efforts the 
Church has made, especially in recent years, 
to train its teachers in Sunday school and 
community classes; but at no time has 
this training even compared with that given 
students in our normal schools. As Wal- 
ter Scott Athearn has well said: 


“Teacher training programs now pro- 
moted by departments of church schools of 
various denominations are well - intended, 
but they are largely futile. The training of 
church school teachers cannot be achieved 
by promotional agencies. It is an educa- 
tional task which can be solved only by 
academic agencies,” 

But God, in the meantime, was prepar- 
ing a man who was to take the first step in 
solving the problem of the Church. He 


’ was born in 1837, almost at the same time 


that Horace Mann was establishing the 
first State Normal School at Lexington, 
Mass. Bishop Vincent must have been 
well acquainted with Dwight L. Moody, 
as. they were both outstanding Sunday 
school leaders of their day. But little did 
Bishop Vincent imagine that his dream of 
institutional preparation for Sunday school 
teachers would be realized in the founding 
of the Moody Bible Institute in 1886. In 
fact, I hardly believe that D. L. Moody 
himself fully comprehended the large serv- 
ice that was to be rendered to the Sunday 
school through the great movement that 
he began. . ; 

This school was first called the Chicago 
Evangelization Society, which would hardly 
suggest that it had any relation to the Sun- 
day school. Even when, after the death of 


‘the founder, the Institute was given his 


name, it was not at once seen how far- 
reaching was D. L. Moody’s plan and pro- 
gram. The plan of the Moody Bible In- 
stitute was the institutional instruction of 
which Bishop Vincent had fondly dreamed. 
The program of the Moody Bible Institute 
was the training of lay workers, especially 
in the knowledge and use of the English 
Bible, and instruction and experience in 
personal evangelism. But how fitting is 
this institutional training for the Sunday 
school teacher! 


He is a lay worker. 
He is a Bible teacher. 
He is an evangelist. 


Of course this is not all that the ‘Sunday 
school teacher needs, to prepare himself for | 
his task. He must study child psychology, 
pedagogy, Sunday school methods, and 
many other subjects. The general course 
of the Moody Bible Institute today has 
more studies than the curriculum of the 
State Normal School, and requires a longer 
period to complete. 

The success of the Moody Bible Institute 
in Chicago gave rise to similar schools 
throughout the United States and Canada, 
and today they are nearly as numerous as 
normal schools, and there is scarcely an 
unoccupied area where Sunday school 
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Lesson for April 4 


teachers do not have within reach an in- 
stitution in which they can adequately qual- 
ify themselves for their work. 

It was left for the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association in 1931 to unite these 
Bible institutes and unify and standardize 
their work. The eighty-one Bible institutes 
and other Christian training schools that 
now constitute the Association represent a 
co-operative movement in Christian educa- 
tion that not only provides institutional 
training, but a course of instruction that, 
in its content and completeness, approxi- 
mates that which the State is requiring for 
public school teachers. 

Already the Association has awarded 
1,467 diplomas for its Standard Training 
Course, issued 6,748 certificates of credit, 
and. utilized 35,700 manuals in its Prelim- 
inary Training Course. 

While we have been conducting this sym- 
posium [during the annual meeting of the 
Association in Chicago in February], two 
citizens have been murdered and 180 major 
crimes have been committed by its vast 
army of half a million criminals, in this, 
the most lawless nation of the world. There 
is no excuse for the fact that 700,000 boys 
and girls are enlisted in the army of crime 
before they are of voting age, since they 
have come from the ranks of the 36,000,000 
children and adolescents in America who 
are growing up without any moral and re- 
ligious training. Either we must conquer 
crime, or crime will conquer us. 

But it is not in the Army or Navy or 
even in the police force that you are asked 
to enlist to combat crime. As Babson has 
well said, “It is not the policeman, but the 
preacher and teacher to whom we must look 
for national safety.” “The Army,” says 
one of our national officials,. “cannot save 
America; the Navy cannot save America. 
Nothing but multiplying Sunday schools 
until they are as thick as schoolhouses will 
save America.” The real strategy of to- 
morrow is to win the children of today. 

All Christian men and women are called 
either to reinforce the advance of, the 
Church as Sunday school teachers, or gar- 
rison the home as parent-instructors. As 
soldiers and-sailors must be trained for 
their task, so teachers must be prepared for 
their work. The Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association, through its Prelim- 
inary and Standard Training Courses, of- 
fers its unparalleled training for this pur- 
pose. Will you enlist for the sake of the 
home, the Church, and the nation? Will 
you enlist for Christ’s sake? 


CHICAGO. 
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The Spring Conference 


ELEGATES ‘who have been to the 
summer Victorious Life Conferences 
at America’s Keswick are always glad of 
an opportunity to renew the warm Chris- 
tian fellowship that is so prominent in those 
conferences. And often they wish that 
friends or members of their own families 
might share in that fellowship with them. 
The Spring Conference will be held in 
the chapel of the Arch Street Methodist 
Church, Broad and Arch Streets, Philadel- 
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phia, April 1-3. Meetings will be at 7 and 
8 P. M. on Thursday, and at 1.30 P. M. 
and throughout the afternoon and evening 
on Friday and Saturday. 

The speakers are as follows: The Rev. 
Harold S. Laird, pastor of the First Inde- 
pendent Church, Wilmington, Del.; Dr. 
George S. McCune of Korea; Harry C. 
Leach, Bible teacher, of Hackensack, N. J.; 
and members of the Council of the Victori- 
ous Life Testimony. 

Here is a fine opportunity to renew the 
happy fellowship of the Keswick confer- 
ences, and to hear fresh messages on the 
life of peace, joy, and victory through 
Christ. 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 














Bluebirds for Happiness 


PAEAT, drought, grasshoppers combined 
to make the summer of 1936 an edur- 
ance test for Middle Westerners. “Tender 
little refreshings,” is a phrase coined by a 
great pioneer missionary who still con- 
fesses herself but a child at heart. The 
following “refreshing” is recorded only for 
such as, whatever their tale of years, “have 
kept the heart of childhood.” 

Memorial Day falling on a Saturday, we 
had no mail delivery from Friday until 
Monday. Our box, an ancient affair, has 
a small hole in the back. I had noticed 
a litter of twigs and on Monday when I 
went for my mail, behold a nest contain- 
ing one blue egg! I fastened the lid se- 
curely, rigged up a temporary box, and set 
a watch. Soon a flash of blue from the 
old mailbox sent my heart tumbling over 
itself with ecstasy. Hitherto the bluebirds 
have tarried with us only a few days on 
their northern flight. Within a week five 
eggs lay in the nest. Then Greatheart, in 
a ridiculously tiny blue jacket, began a 
faithful patrol from near-by fencepost to 
fencepost, utterly undaunted by me or the 
noisy, meddlesome redheaded woodpeckers 
and blue jays. In fact, he grew so accus- 
tomed to me he would sit in his sentry 
box and carol joyfully in my very face. 
Before the end of June four wide, hungry 
mouths were clamoring for worms. 

Then came the blasting, devastating heat. 
We feeble humans asked anxiously, Could 
anything survive in that small tin inferno? 
And we tried to think how we might de- 
vise’a shelter, yet not frighten the tenants. 
The parent birds still went in and out, but 
the box was ominously quiet. Finally, 
yielding, Pandora-like, to suspense I lifted 
the lid for a peep —and blundered. In one 
end lay a tiny dried corpse, but for the 
rest, the air seemed full of fluttering fledg- 
lings. And, oh horror! at my feet, sud- 
denly from nowhere crouched menacingly 
an ugly, decrepit old pensioner of a white 
cat. Three of us sprang at him simultane- 
ously, I with my fists, the others with 
snapping beaks and wings. He beat a 
hasty, dismayed retreat and amid cries of 
distress from the parents I began a dis- 
tracted hunt in the tall grass for tiny balls 
of blue. I succeeded in restoring only two 
to the nest. 


Seldom have I known so leaden-hearted 
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a day. For hours there appeared now on 
the light wires, now on the clothesline, two 
angry, distressed little parents snapping 
their beaks and scolding—was it at 
me or the white cat? That same mis- 
sionary speaks of heart cries which are 
not real prayers, only wistful wishes God- 
ward. Even so, my silly, childish heart 
whispered, “Dear God, I never meant to 
be cruel. If only, they could know I love 
them. Oh, shield them from further harm.” 

Late that day, as we .sat by the front 
screen, my sister who had shared my dis- 
tress cried, “Listen, That bird isn’t scold- 
ing.” And there on the lowest branch of 
an evergreen, almost within reach, sat little 
Greatheart, looking straight at me and sing- 
ing joyfully. Both my heart and my eyes 
overflowed. Within a week four bluebirds 
appeared in the trees, two more slender 
than the others. 

‘When in late August we returned from 
a brief sojourn in the Rockies three more 
eggs lay in the nest, but over them was 
stretched a sad little cobweb. Our blue- 
birds were flown. Mysterious wild things! 
Whence? Whither? Only the Father 
knows, their Father and mine. 


we 
The Sin of Unbelief 


(An editorial, from the second page) 


unbelief at the root than most of us are 
aware of; and that our love of the world, 
our boldness in sin, our neglect of duty 
are caused hence. I observed easily in 
myself, that if at any time Satan, more 
than at other times, ‘weakened my belief 
of Scripture and the life to come, my zeal 
in every religious duty abated with it, and 
I grew more indifferent in religion than 
before. I was more inclined to conformity 
in those points which I had taken to be 
sinful, and was ready to think, ‘Why should 
I be singular and offend the Bishops and 
other superiors, and make myself contempti- 
ble in the world, and expose myself’ to 
censures, scorns, and sufferings, and all for 
such little things as these, when the foun- 
dations themselves have such great diffi- 
culties as I am unable to overcome? But 
when faith revived, then none of the parts 
or concerns of religion seemed small; and 
then man seemed nothing, and the world 
a shadow, and God was all.” 

Truly, “he that cometh to God must be- 
lieve that he is,” but, oh, let us not forget 
the remainder of that verse,— “and that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him” (Heb. 11:6). When sin comes 
in easily, when prayer and testimony grow 
wearisome, when careless living seems not 
wicked, let us examine our hearts, “lest 
any man fall after the same example of 
unbelief” as the apostle warns in the fourth 


* chapter of Hebrews. And let us remember 


that right after that warning we have that 
beloyed verse describing the Word of God 
and the Word’s power. Truly, it was of 
the Spirit that the two thoughts were 
placed in such closeness. Are we com- 
placently taking the easy way trodden by 
those who profess Christ while secretly they 
despise or question his Word? Let us come 
out from among them. Let us beware of 
the great sin, the great cause of all sin, 
unbelief. 

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 
10: 17). 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





By Ernest Gordon 








HE late Professor T. M. Lowry, for 

seventeen years professor of physical 

chemistry in the University of Cam- 
bridge and Fellow of the Royal Society, 
was a minister’s son. During the war his 
technical knowledge was of great service to 
the government, and along with Lord Moul- 
ton he worked on the Advisory Scientific 
Committee. He was engaged in the study 
of optical science, covering a range which 


extended from the electron on one extreme. 


to an expanding universe at the other ex- 
treme, whose outer parts are moving away 
from ws at a rate comparable with the 
velocity of light. 

But he was a Christian also who could 
say: “If it is necessary to bow in. rev- 
erent agnosticism before the great mysteries 
of the universe, no similar barrier need 
impede the Christian disciple who seeks 
to follow in the footsteps of his Lord and 
Master.” Himself a lay preacher, preach- 
ing in Cornwall and Derbyshire, this sci- 
entist was also a great admirer of Gipsy 
Smith, whose name appeared above his own 
in the list of local preachers in the Cam- 
bridge Circuit. Of him he said; “His 
straightforward appeals for surrender to 
the influence of the “Master, by a deliber- 
ate act of consecration and without attempt- 
ing first to define the infinite unknown, 
always awakens in me a response.” 


The Kingdom of God is made equal by 
popular Modernism with an improved hu- 
man society, Kellogg pacts, Locarno agree- 
ments, the League of Nations, social uplift, 
and the like. Similar identifications have 
been made in the past. Dr. Walter Lowrie 
(“Religion or Faith”) tells us that the 
Emperor Constantine found eschatology 
(that is, the teaching concerning last 
things) distasteful since it dimmed the glory 
of his (Constantine’s) earthly achievements. 
It went so far that Constantine’s court 
bishop, Eusebius, nearly succeeded by his 
schemings in excluding the Book of the Rev- 
elation from the canon. He wished no apoc- 
alyptic prophecy which could not point to 
fulfillment in Constantine and the Kingdom 
of God he was erecting. “The Emperor 
it was that had trodden the dragon 
of paganism under his feet. By building a 
few churches in Palestine [he thought] he 
had perhaps realized the prophecy of the 
New Jerusalem, and by the bountiful ban- 


quets he provided for the bishops was ful- . 


filling a promise of the celestial banquet of 
the Kingdom of God. There was little 
doubt that the Kingdom had come already.” 

Yet, in fact, Constantine’s reign was the 
initiation of an apostasy that lasted to the 
Reformation. It was a fresh beginning of 
the Kingdom of Darkness. 


It stands fast “in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free.”— The greatest 
of the apostles, the apostle Paul, was or- 
dained by the Holy Spirit through laymen 
(Acts 13), and ever emphasized his spir- 
itual independence of the older apostles. 
That in itself is a final and complete refu- 


tation of theories of clerical ‘succession 
which make all conferences for church 
union futile. The Bible Churchmen’s Mis- 
sionary Society (London), in its published 
doctrinal basis, repudiates all these sacer- 
dotal ideas which the Reformation dis- 
avowed in its day. It states its 


5. Belief that the death of our Lord Jesus 

rist was “a full, perfect, and -s cient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins 
of the whole world” ; that his sacrifice once 
for all offered and accepted can never again 
be repeated or re-presented, 


6. Belief that the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
only Priest and Mediator between God and 
man, and that the direct access of the soul 
to God is through his Precious Blood without 
the intervention of any. sacrificial priesthood. 


7. Belief that the theories of sacerdotalism 
concerning the mechanical conveyance of ce 
in Baptism, Confirmation, ithe Supper of the 
Lord, and Ordination are “grounded upon no 
warranty of ge but, sare rather repug- 
nant to the Word of 


8. Belief that a sacrificial priesthood has no 
place in the ministry of the Church of Christ 
but that such a ministry is for preaching, 
teaching, pastoral oversight, and administra- 
tion, 


9. Belief that there is a distinction between 
the various visible churches of Christendom 
and the one mystical Church of God which 
consists of all who are born again of the 
Spirit of God 

The late John Baillie was for years 
editor of The Times Literary Supplement, 
and was a man of consummate knowledge, 
also of things theological. In his recently 
published letters is found this from a com- 
munication to one of the Cecils, High 
Churchmen and British aristocrats: 

“I do not believe in a church at all, in 
the authoritative and exclusive sense of that 
word. I think the whole effort of the 
Tractarians to revive that (in England) 
long-forgotten idea was, broadly speaking, 
an intellectual disaster. It seems to me the 
substitution of an external and mechanical 
church membership for a real and spiritual 
one; of a Jewish narrowness for the uni- 
versality of the New Testament; of a 
church dependent on the formalities and 
externalities of an episcopal and priestly 
order, for the free and immediate relation 
of the soul to God, which seems to me the 
method of the New. Testament.” 


Samuel Palomeque is a Spanish evan- 
gelist who has worked in connection with 
the Latin American Mission in Costa Rica. 
He was caught in the swirling currents of 
the civil war in Spain, and writes of this: 

“On the 23rd of September I was ar- 
rested by six men, my papers confiscated, 
together with all the money I had. My 
wife was thrown out into the street with 
nothing but a few pesos to live on. At 
the police. court my evangelical ministry 
was made the butt of ridicule. Then I was 
cast into a filthy cell with 17 others, 11 
of whom were taken out and shot the next 
morning.” 

Mr. Palomeque preached the Gospel in 
prison. A national school teacher, both 
socialist and atheist, was accused of inciting 


the people and was marked for the firing 
squad, He was in great agony of soul, and 
Mr. Palomeque pointed out to him the only 
refuge for sinners. One day he said to 
Palomeque: “Never again if I escape will 
I turn my back on Jesus.. Through seeing 
yor I am convinced of what he can do for 
those who trust him.” With these words 
he went to death. 

The prison walls were full of writings 
and drawings left by former prisoners, and 
expressive of desperation and hate. So Mr. 
Palomeque wrote beside these inscrip- 
tions the text of Matthew 10:28. Below 
this he wrote other verses in which the 
Lord offers salvation, The prisoners read 
the texts with astonishment, which gave 
the evangelist his opportunity to explain 
to them the way of life. 


In Memory of the Martyrs.—At Mas 
Soubeyran, in the South of France, is a 
museum dedicated to the Huguenot mar- 
tyrs and prisoners of “the Church of the 
Desert.” Ten thousand French Protes- 
tants recently gathered at the dedication 
of the Hall of the Prisoners in which are 
panels containing the names of 5,000 who, 
between 1684 and 1774, were condemned to 
the galleys, to prisons, and to other cruel 
sufferings. M. Rucart, the French Minister 
of Justice, wrote a moving message to the 
gathering, declaring that his heart beat 
with them when he thought of the example 
of these forefathers, “in the present days 
of an advancing materialism which threatens 
our poor Europe.” The “Gallia” of Gounoud 
was sung by Mme. Rocheblave of the 
Opera, after eloquent speaking by Pastor 
Lauriol and other French Modernists. But 
those who wasted away in prisons and who 
loved not their lives unto death look for 
a better country than Gallia (France). If 
they believed as French Unitarians do they 
would not have subjected themselves long 
to the tortures of Rome. 

It is good to learn that groups of young 
French women and girls often visit the 
Tour de Constance, to pray on the cold 
stones of this prison, where Marie Durand 
and other heroic Protestant women were 
confined for decades, when by attending a 
single Mass they would have been imme- 
diately freed. 

3 


If you are conscious that your desires 
after holiness, or Bible reading, or medi- 
tation, or prayer, are slipping away or 
weakening, pray that they may be given 
back to you; pray for. the desire to pray. 
Seek, by God’s help, to form some not too 
dificult habits of reading and prayer, and 
meditate an your reading at every oppor- 
tunity. Every time you fail in this course, 
start again. Do not waste time in vain 
regrets, but confess your failure to your 
heavenly Father, and go on again with his 
heip and blessing. But do not let it be- 
come a habit only, for the heart.should be 
in lively exercise always concerning these 
things —J. B. P., in the Keswick Calendar. 
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LESSON 1. APRIL 4. GOD THE CREATOR 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 1:1 to 2:25; printed text, Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31 
Golden Text.—In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.—Gen. 1:1 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Genesis 1:1-5, 26-3 


Kinc James VERSION 

Gen. 1: 1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters. 

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 

4 And God saw the light, that # was good: and God divided the 
light from the darkness. 

s And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And the evening and the morning were the first day. 


26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the .sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over the aattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

27 So-God. created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he kim; male and female created he them. 

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, ana subdue it: and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. ; 

29 And. God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing 
Pra § which fs upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the 
which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, 
and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there és 
life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. ; 

' 31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, i was 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Gen. 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
2 And the earth was waste and void; and darkness was upon ‘the 
face of the deep: and the Spirit of God 4 moved upon the face of 
the waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was 
light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided 
the light from the darkness. 5 And God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, one day. 

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our like- 
ness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every range nag | thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
27 And God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them. 28 And God 
blessed them: and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over every 
living thing that *moveth upon the earth. 29 And God said, Be- 
hold, I have given you every herb yielding seed, which is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit of a 
tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for food: 30 and to every 
beast of the earth, and to every bird of the heavens, and to every- 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is ‘life, J have 
given every green herb for food: and it was so. 31 And God saw 
everything that he had made, and, ‘behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 


2 Or, was brooding upon. *Or, creepeth. * Heb., a living soul. 
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very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


OLLOWING the study of John, the 

book of the new creation, we return 

to the foundation book of the Bible, 
Genesis, the book of the first creation. 
This book of beginnings is also a book 
of redemption. We closed the study of 
John with the study of God’s greatest mir- 
acle, the resurrection of Christ, the” begin- 
ning of the new creation on that first day 
of the week. The companion Old Testa- 
ment miracle was the work of creating the 
universe, beginning with the glorious 


words: “Let there be light,” on the first - 


day of the creation week. Both Genesis 
and John begin with light, and he who is 
the Light of the world is the center of both 
books. No one can truly understand the 
Bible, unless he understands Genesis, God’s 
foundation book. And the foundation for 
understanding God’s plan of redemption is 
understanding “God the Creator,” revealed 
on the first page of the Bible. 
The Historical Setting 

The majestically simple statement that 
opens the Bible, “In the beginning God cre- 
ated the heaven and the earth,” does not give 
a date for the beginning of the creation of 
the universe.If the genealogies furnish data 
for chronology, the creation of man was 
about six thousand years ago, and on any 
reckoning there is no evidence for a much 
earlier beginning. 
Verse by Verse 


Genesis 1:1.—In the beginning God. 
These sublime opening words introduce God 


> 


as “Elohim,” the mighty, eternal self-ex- 
isting God, a plural name with a singular 
verb. Jewish scholars take the view that 
it is the plural because of the manifold 
attributes of the one God; it has also been 
spoken of as the plural of majesty. The 
majesty, and the manifold attributes, are 
in him as the triune God. Created the 
heaven and the earth. See Lesson Outlines. 
God made the fseavens and the earth with- 
out the use of pre-existing material; and 
not out of his own substance. 


Verse 2.—The earth was without form, 
and void. Some translate, “The earth be- 
came without form, and void,” interpret- 
ing it to mean that the original perfect 
condition of the earth was changed by some 
catastrophe, and that the creation account 
after verse 1 records the reconstruction of 
the earth and fitting it for man (cf. Isa. 
45:18, R. V.— “God ... created it not a 
waste”). But I believe the meaning of the 
narrative (along with Gen. 2:1 and 
Exod 20:11, is that in the six-day 
period the whole universe was created for 
the first time, the heavens as well as the 
earth (cf. 2-Pet. 3:5, 6). The words then 
would mean that when the matter compos- 
ing the earth was first created it was in a 
state of wasteness and voidness, but was 
gradually brought into a habitable condi- 
tion. Under this view, Isaiah 45:18 would 
refer to the earth when finished and ready 
for man. The Spirit of God. The triune 
God united in the creation. All things 
came from the Father as the source, through 
the Son as the channel, and by the Holy 
Spirit as the agent (John 1:3; Col. 1: 
16; Heb. 1:2). Moved upon the face of 
the waters. Instead of impersonal force 
or energy, we have the personal God him- 
self working upon the “matter” created 
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(Psa. 104:30). “Moved” has in it the 
thought of life-giving power. 

Verse 3.—Let there be light. See Ap- 
proach to the Lesson (cf. 2 Cor. 4:6). 
Scientists now know that light may be in- 
dependent of the sun or other luminaries. 
This light may have been the result of the 
Spirit’s moving, setting atoms in motion. 

Verse 5.—And God called the light Day. 
See Special Topics. The evening and the 


‘morning were the first day. This was be- 


fore the sun was marking day or night, 
before the earth or heavenly bodies had 
taken shape, which seems to favor the view 
that the “days” were periods. See Special 
Topics, The first day seems to include the 
work of verse 1 (cf. Exod. 20:41; 31: 
17; Gen. 2:1-7). 

Verse 26.—Let us make man. The words 
seem clearly to indicate a divine consulta- 
tion of Father, Son, and Spirit. Man is 
the creature for whom all else was prepared. 
In our image. In contrast to all the rest 
of creation. This image included person- 
ality, the natural image, and holiness, the 
moral image. After our likeness. Prob- 
ably a parallel expression for image. Let 
them have dominion. Man soon lost this 
dominion, but it has been won back by the 
Son of man and the Son of God (2:8): 


Verse 27.—God created man in his own 
image. The third occurrence of the word 
“create,” Hebrew “bara”; it is used. in 
verses I, 21, 27, which record the creation 
of the three main orders, matter, animal 
life, and man. Matter cannot become life, 
nor can animal life become human life. 
At each point the Creator is needed. 

Verse 28.—Replenish the earth, and sub- 
due it. “Replenish” does not necessarily 
mean to repopulate an earth that has for- 
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merly been inhabited. Its primary mean- 
ing is to fill (so translated in Gen. 1: 22). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“In the beginning God”: the Bible is 
the only book that always puts first things 
first, and the only book that reveals what 
things are first. The center of our open- 
ing lesson in Genesis and in the Bible is 
not creation, and not man, and not the gar- 
den of Eden. The beginning, the center, 
and the end is God the Creator. The God 
of the opening chapter of the Bible is the 
infinite, eternal God, far above all his cre- 
ations; yet he is also the loving personal 
God, who has made man in his own image, 
made him for fellowship with himself, the 
one who walked and talked with man, and 
provided everything for his enrichment. The 
God of Genesis is the God and Father of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our 
view of man, of the world, of sin, and sal- 
vation will be held steady and true, if we 
remember God the Creator, the sovereign 
God from whom were all things, through 
whom are all things, and unto whom are 
all things: “to whom be glory for ever” 
(Rom. 11:36). 

Lesson Outlines 
Tue Gop or GENESIS 1 

1. God is: denying Atheism. 

2. God is one God: denying Polytheism. 

3. God ts Creator, and separate from his 
creation: denying Pantheism. 

4. God is composite unity: denying Uni- 
tarianism. 

5. God is personal: denying Materialism 
and Christian Science. 

6. God loves and cares for his creation: 
denying Deism. .. 

7. God is infinite in his eternity, in his 
power, wisdom, and holiness: denying the 
eternity of matter, and various heresies of 
Modernism and Ancientism. 


Tree Great REVELATIONS ~ 
' ¥. Concerning God (note above outline). 

2, Concerning creation: gradual, progres- 
sive, in three main orders, heaven and earth 
a unit, creation ceased, the earth the center 
of God’s: purpose, man the crown of crea- 
tion, 

3. Concerning man: in the image of God, 
with dominion over the creation, created for 
fellowship with God, and with one an- 
other, linked with God as is no other part 
of the creation. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Two Creation Accounts. Genesis 1: 
I to 2:3, covering the creation week, is 
the introduction to the whole Book of Gene- 
sis. In 2: 4-25 are given the details of the 
creation of man and woman that have to 
do with the introduction of sin into the 
human race, and the promise of a redeemer. 


The. Length of the “Days.”. The word 
“day” is used in the following different 
senses in the first three chapters of Genesis: 
(1) The name of light (1:5); (2) the 
light portion of the day (1: 14a, 16; 3:8); 
(3) twenty-four hours (1:14b); (4) the 
whole period of creation (2:4); (5) mark- 
ing some special event or epoch (2:17; 3: 
5); (6) marking ‘length of life (3:14, 
17). A seventh use would be to mark a 
creation period, in case the six “days” are 
long. periods, not days of twenty-four hours 
éach. Such’ a figurative use of “day” or 
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The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy; or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 4—God the Creator. 
Genesis 1:1 to 2:25 
2. April 11.—The Sin of Adam and Eve. 
Genesis 3:1 to 4 : 46 
3. April 18—The Effects of Alcoholic 
Beverages (The Scientific Approach 
to the Liquor Problem). 
Genesis 13:13; 19: 23-25; Deuter- 
onomy 32 : 31-33; Proverbs 23 : 29-32 
4. April 25.—The Obedience of Noah. 
Genesis 5 : 28 to 9: 28 
s. May 2—Abraham a Man of Faith. 
Genesis 11 227 to 20:18 
6. May 9.—Abraham a Man of Prayer. 
Genesis, Chapter 18 
7. May 16.—The Forbearance of Isaac. 
Genesis- 21 : 1 to 25 : 18; 26: 1-33 
8 May 23—The Weakness of Esau. 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26 : 34, 35; 27 : 1-46 
9. May 30.—The Remaking of Jacob. 
Genesis 28:1 to 33:20 








“week” to designate long periods occurs 
a number of times in Scripture without 
explanation (as in Dan. 9:24; Rom. 13: 
12). If long creation periods are thus set 
forth in terms of days, the figure would 
be carried out consistently, and “evening 
and morning” noted. In the case of the 
seventh day, we must recognize a figure, for 
God did not rest for twenty-four hours on 
the seventh day and start working again. 
The seventh day, as a period marking God's 
cessation from the creation work, has lasted 
several thousand years. No end is noted 
to the seventh day. Read the narrative in 
Genesis 2: 4-25 and notice that the various 
creation activities, the planting of the gar- 
den, the growing of the trees, the naming 
of the animals, and such things can hardly 
be thought of as confined to literal days. 
Note also that the marking off of those 
days, and months (seasons), and years is 
definitely said to be on the fourth day (1: 
14). The six great creation periods, with 
the ceasing from creation on the seventh, 
would naturally be foreshadowings of the 
seventh day week, perpetual memorial of 
God’s working and resting. (See under 
Verse by Verse for comments on the “catas- 
trophe theory.”) 

Does Evolution Contradict Genesis? 
Thoroughgoing and consistent evolution 
teaches that the forces that make for change 
are resident in matter itself. This, of 
course, contradicts God’s Word. The teach- 
ing that life evolves out of matter, or that 
human beings evolved out of animals, also 
contradicts God’s Word. The teaching that 
evolution has been going on continuously 
since the beginning (which any consistent 
evolution theory must hold), contradicts 
Genesis, and also. contradicts “all. the ob- 
served facts of science. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Are we living as kings and conquerors? 
Man was created in the image of God, and 
he has been recreated in Christ Jesus. We 
are to have dominion over the earth. Let 
us walk worthy of our high calling (Rom. 
8: 37). 

Make up your minds to master Genesis. 
It is “the seed plot” of the Bible. 

Let us rejoice in God’s creation. There 
is & curse upon creation, but by grace 
there is also God’s blessing, and we who 
have the firstfruits of a restored paradise 
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may rejoice in every evidence of the great- 


ness and the beauty of God’s creation. 
Let us bow. down and worship God. 


“From the beginning it was not so.” 
When we are tempted to turn aside to 
the world’s view of marriage and divorce, 
and of many other things, let us remember 
the significant words of our Lord, and un- 
derstand what God’s standards were “in 
the beginning” (Matt. 19: 3-9). 

Are we saying, “Let there be light,’ to 
the unreached heathen world? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


God is now working on his new creation, 
and when it is completed he will pronounce 
it all very good, and will rejoice in the 
perfect work accomplished by his Son 
(Prov. 8: 30, 31; 1 Cor. 15: 21-28). 


The more we learn of the vastness of 
God’s universe, the greater seems to be the 
importance, in the plan of God, of man, 
made in his image (Psa. 8: 3-6). 


Completely contrary to all ancient ac- 
counts based on man’s speculations about 
the universe is the inspired account in Gen- 
esis. 


The noted physicist, Louis T. More 
(author of “The Dogma of Evolution’), 
wrote concerning the Piltdown man and the 
Neanderthal man: “God alone knows what 
this prehistoric animal was, but it certainly 
was not a man. ... There is an even 


greater gulf between animals and man... 


than there is between matter and life.” 


“The sabbath was made for man” (Mark 
2:27). Are we getting the delight we 
should from our new Sabbath, the first day 
of the week? 


How glorious it is to live in such a 
world, created by such a God, and for such 
a purpose; and to think that we are in- 
cluded in his purpose! 


Christ is the tree of life; have we eaten 
him? (John 6: 48, 51, 53.) 
Cotumsra, S. C. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


r WHAT way is God revealed as a personal 
God in the first two chapters of Genesis? 

2. What striking parallels do you’ notice 
between days one and four, two and five, three 
and six? 

: ;. What does Genesis 1:2 imply, in the 
light of other Scriptures? 

4. How does Christ appear in the Genesis 
account of the creation? 

5. How did Adam name the animals? Was 
this, as some teach, Adam’s childish attempt 
at using words, or was it an evidence of high 
intelligence ? 

6. What was probably signified by the tree 
of life in the midst of the garden 

7. What expression occurs ten times in the 
first chapter of Genesis, an expression that 
gives a key to creation? 

8. How many times is the name of God 


mentioned in the account of the creation from’ 
Genesis 1:1 to 2:4? What significance has - 


this? 


9. Can you mention half a dozen striking 
facts about the account of man’s creation in 
Genesis ? 


10. Can you mention > grab facts about 
creation and the method of creation, revealed 


: in the Genesis account, also confirmed by sci- 


ence? 
Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 212 of this issue. *s 
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The Busy Men's Comer 
By William H. Ridgway. 


The True Start.—I/n the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth (Gen. 1: 
¥). Thirty years ago Dr. Trumbull and 
Professor Howard set me down in this 
Corner. “Can your congregation stand a 
man with a red necktie and a country 
patois?” Their look said, “We'll risk it.” 
So I took the job for three months in 1907. 
Lots of water has gone under the bridge 
in thirty years! 

But the Lord, according to his promise, 
has been good to us, and here we are, 
“Charley” and “Phil” and “Bill,” still show- 
ing others. the Way into the Kingdom. 

But let’s get on with the lesson. Thirty 
years ago I began with the above text. 
Quite appropriate for a lesson writer just 
beginning. In my desultory reading I have 
picked up this clever epigram from the 
Rev. Joseph Cook, and began my first les- 
son with it: 

“A man’s life means Tender : Teens, 
Teachable Twenties, Tireless Thirties, 
Fiery Forties, Forcible Fifties, Serious 


_ Sixties, Sacred Seventies, Aching Eighties, 


Shortening Breath, Death, the Sod, God.” 

In the beginning God gave owt (created), 
and in the end God took back —if the man 
so ordered. From God back to God is the 
heavenly plan. But Satan’s plan is to throw 
the switch. That is how he got our first 
parents off the Main Line! Been a con- 
tinued performance with their children ever 
since. For some last jobs, see your news- 
paper. 

No one can. imagine.a world without a 
beginning somewhere, somehow, sometime. 
We all have had a father and mother, and 
so on back and back and back. It may 
please you to have your family line end in 
a “bug,” but, — 

This Genesis explanation is good enough 
for “Bill.” My mind, and body, too, rests 
today in sweet peace with “In the beginning 
God” for the embarking and, “To day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise,” for the ter- 
minal (Luke 23: 43). es 

Now if you smart college fellows like 
to think you came from some prehistoric 
animal by evolution, it’s up to you. As for 
me, it makes me throw my shoulders back 
and chin out to think I came full fledged 
from the hand of God in his image. That’s 
Yours Truly you hear coming down the 
road whistling “I’m a child of 2 King!” 


Light Without Heat.—God said, Let 
tnere be light: and there was light (v. 3). 
“This is. blindman’s holiday,” says Her 
Majesty, “let us have some light.” -I step 
over to the wall and press a little black 
knob with a pearl center and immediately 
the room is flooded with a most glorious 
light. 

That light comes from a mysterious thing 
we call “electricity,” and which no diction- 
ary has been able to define. Some sixty 
or more miles west of Coatesville the fall- 
ing waters of the great Susquehanna River 
at Conowingo sends this light over the 
hills to the Ridgways, and the neighbors. 

The late eminent scientist Dr. Steinmetz 
of the General Electric Company, when 
asked, “What is gravitation?” replied, “I 
do not know, but I think it will be dis- 
covered that electricity and gravitation are 
one and the same.” 

One of the best preserved of our great 
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men is said always to carry a compass 
with him so that when he stops at a hotel 
he can have his bed arranged north and 
south, so he can sleep in the line of the 
electric currents which flow from pole to 
pole. 

When I read that I took note that my 
bed always lies north and south. The room 
is too small for otherwise! “Aha!” I ex- 
claimed, “so this is the reason I do not 
grow old in spite of the almanac!” 

To get back to our text. This head of 
mine has no trouble in grasping the idea 
that it would be just as easy for God to 
“press the button,” so to speak, as success- 
fully as I do night after night. 

In this matter of creating light, here is 
something for you to think over: Did you 
ever catch “lightnin’ bugs” and put ’em 
in a bottle and get enough light to read 
somethin’ ? Most youngsters of the coun- 
tryside have done so. A college professor 
has said, “No man can make a million 
honestly.” You just find the secret of the 
firefly, light without heat, and the grate- 
ful world will make you a multimillionaire. 

Professor Beebe, who goes down to great 
depths in the tropical seas, says the ani- 
mals there swim around with organs of 
light to guide their way. Mammoth Cave 
fish are blind. The deep sea fish carry a 
lantern and are not blind. God seems to 
have known how to make his world, Profes- 
sor! (Psa. 95:4, 5; Jer. 32:17; Rev. 10: 
6.) 


Power from the River.—God said, Let 
us make man in our image ... and let 
them have dominion (v. 26). This is why 
we light our homes, cook our food, and do 





hrough faith we 

understand that 
the worlds were 
framed by the 
word of Ged, 
so that things 
which are seen 
were not made of 
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the washing and ironing by the help of the 
distant river, as it goes rollicking on its 
way to the ocean. 

The other day I had a pain in my back. 
I stopped in at Dr. Pratt’s. He took some- 
thing like “the little tin dipper that hung 
on the pump” and rubbing it over my back 
I could feel the old Susquehanna picking 
(like needles) the pain all away. 

Tonight after dinner (supper to you) we 
will turn to the same Susquehanna, and 
she will tell us all the news, and tell us 
the merits of some useful articles of the 
daily life, and do it with song. and story. 
Indeed, does not the same Old Indian, bring 
us the symphony orchestra from far away 
California and some of the “Big Boys” from 
across the seas? 

If the family comes in, the moving pic- 
ture machine may be set up, and we will 
see the children romping with dogs and 
ponies when they were youngsters on the 
Ingleside Farm. 

If the weather is hot or cold the air- 
conditioning apparatus down cellar. will 
have it just right indoors, according to 
the little “gadget” on the wall, which Old 
Susque uses to control the weather for 
indoors (Heb. 2:7, 9). 

Yes, you’ve guessed it by now, we have 
all these and other wonders because we 
men are made in. God’s image and came 
full-brained right from his hand. 

I have just read an article by the Roman 
Catholic Chaplain of one of our great uni- 
versities. It is in a Catholic publication 
called The Sunday Visitor, which my old 
friend the late Father Walsh had sent to 
me every month, 

This priest, apparently (much to my sur- 
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prise), repudiates his own Douay Bible, by 
saying God created man in his own image 
by creating the “amoeba,” which consists 
of a mass of “protoplasm,” and lets it 
grow and develop through countless ages 
into what the human race has now become. 
“Ohol” I cried, “so the Church of Rome 
has some of them, too!” 
CoaTEsvILLe, Pa, ‘i 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL voniens ate invited to send illustrations 
this department; one dollar is paid for 
each a accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are ogg | having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might « cherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three months in advance of the date 


The Skeptic’s Dilemma.—/n the begin- 
ning God created the heaven and the earth 
(Golden Text). A young skeptic once said 
to an elderly lady, “I once believed in 
God, but now, since studying philosophy and 
mathematics [ am convinced that God is 
but an empty word.” “Well,” said the 
lady, “it is true that I have not learned 
these things, but since you have can you 
tell me from whence this egg comes?” 
“Why, of course, from a hen,” was the 
reply. “And where does the hen come 
from?” “Why; from an egg.” Then the 
lady inquired, “May I ask which existed 
first, the hen or the egg?” “The hen, of 
course,” rejoined’ the young man. “Oh, 
then a hen must have existed without hay- 
ing come from an egg?” “Oh, no, I should 
have said the egg was first.” “Then I 
suppose you mean that one egg existed 
without having come from a hen?” The 
young man hesitated: “Well, you see— 
that is—of course, well, the hen was 
first!" “Very well,” said she. “Who made 
that first hen from which all succeeding 
eggs and hens have come?” “What do 
you mean by all this?” he asked. “Simply 
this, I say that He who created the first 
egg or hen is He who created the world. 
You can’t explain the existence even of 
a hen or an egg without God, and yet you 
wish me to believe that you can explain 
the existence of the whole world without 
him!"—From a sermon by W.-H. Grif- 
fith Thomas. Sent by T. D. Gehret, Easton, 
Pa. 


Man’s Destructive Discoveries.—/n the 
beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth (Golden Text). About all man has 
been able to do by his own effort is to 
spoil and wreck what God has created. 
It was Oliver Lodge, the eminent British 
scientist, who recently commented that 
practically every great scientific discovery 
of recent years has increased man’s ability 
to destroy or injure his fellow man. And, 
he concluded sadly, it would have been 
better had some’ of théSe discoveries never 
been made. If We are to have a new world 
it will have to come down’ from’ above, 
rather than be built up from below.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mamie 
D. Smith, Petersburg, Va. 
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Which the Greater Miracle?—And God 
made the beast of the earth (Gen. 1:25). 
A friend of mine from Scotland was re- 
turning home on a steamer, and a couple 
of modern philosophers stood on the deck 
talking together, and the Scotsman stood 
right near them where he couldn’t help 
hearing what they said. One of them said: 
“You know the Bible has got to go down; 
it is only a question of time when it will 
be abandoned altogether. It can’t stand 
in the light of science.” “Yes,” said the 
other, “it has got to go down.” “Then the 
other said: “Did you ever hear anything 
so absurd as the story that Balaam’s ass 
spoke? Now, I am a scientific man, and 
I have taken pains to examine the mouth 
of an ass, and it is so formed that it 
couldn’t speak.” My Scotch friend stood it 
just as long as he could, and finally said, 
“Ah, man, you make the ass and I will 
make him speak.” The idea that the God 
who made the ass could not make him 
speak!—From “Echoes from Pulpit and 
Platform,” by D. L. Moody. Sent by Ren~ 
del Cosand, Damascus, Ohio. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Only God Could Have Planned a Man. 
—And God said, Let us make man (v. 26). 
Said a woman physician: “I came into an 
anatomy room to study. The dead body 
meant nothing at all to me. I could not 
visualize the man or woman it might have 
been. Life left few records-on those im- 
mobile faces. For weeks I worked, and 
each day the wonder grew; and then, one 
day, I was working on an arm and hand, 
studying the perfect mechanical arrange- 
ments of the muscles and tendons — how 
the sheaths of certain muscles are split to 
let tendons of other muscles through, that 
the hand may be delicate and small and yet 
powerful. I was all alone in the labora- 
tory when the overwhelming belief came: 
a thing like this is not just a chance, but 
a part of a plan, a plan so big that only 
God could have conceived it. Religion had 
been a matter of form, a thing without con- 
victions, and now everything was an evi- 
dence of God; the tendons of the hand, the 
patterns of the little blue butterfly’s wings 
—#it was all part of a purpose.”—From the 
Atlantic Monthly. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


The Seal on the Hand.—God created 
man (v. 27). There is no mass production 
in the economy of God. It marks the dif- 
ference between man’s cleverness and God’s 
supremacy, and makes of every human be- 
ing an incomparable person. Each is 
unique. When Job wished to express this 
fact he spoke of the seal on the hand oi 
every man, “He sealeth up the hand of 
every man; that all. men may know his 
work” (Job 37:7) —a seal which we now 
refer to as his thumb print and accept as 
an unmistakable identification. — From 
“Ambassadors for Christ,” by the Misses 
Cable and French. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Ont., Can. 


God’s Handiwork, — and Man’s.—And 
God saw every thing that he had made, 
and, behold, it was very.good (v. 31). Look 
through a magnifying glass at any of man’s 
handiwork. Take a beautiful painting, for 
instance, or the superb work of the en- 
graver, or the keen razor edge of the tool 
of the skilled mechanic. Instead of the 
beauty of the painting you see only rough 
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dabs and splotches of paint. In the beau- 
tiful engraving you see coarse, ragged lines, 
and every tiny error magnified. In the 
keen edge of the tool you see a saw-like 
and jagged edge that makes you wonder 
how it could ever make a clean cut. Now 
take the strongest microscope known to 
man, and put under it any part of God’s 
creation. To our amazement we will see 
a perfection of detail and marvel of struc- 
ture that is simply overwhelming. Yet the 
same Creator who fashioned the tiny bell 
of a woodland flower with petals of ex- 
quisite form and beauty is the One who 
also swings through space the mighty suns 
that make our own look like grains of dust, 
and whose galactic systems, millions of light 
years beyond th: borders of our universe, 
move with speed that staggers the thought. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Henry, S. Dak. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
stand amazed before the evidences of thy cre- 
ative work. Our minds do not penetrate to 
the age-long provision that. thou hast made for 
man from the beginning. We take thy Word 
as the testimony that gives us assurance of the 
éternities, and we rejoice in the way in which 
thou dost condescend ‘to continue thy ‘loving 
hand upon the life of man. Life is from thee, 
and we thank thee that thou hast granted unto 
us life that is life indeed through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Help us to remember thee 
throughout the hours of the day, and in the 
night watches when our earth is moving 
through the great orbits of the infinite spaces 
that thou hast arched above our heads. Help 
us to remember that thou art interested in the 
life, that thou hast mercifully continued in us 
since thou didst make us each one a person, 
and especially for that life which comes to us. 
through belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is the light and the life. We ask this in Jesus” 4 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you watch the 
sunrise very often? Do you step out of doors 
in the late evening and let your mind range: 
upward among the stars? Do you study 
the humble life, but very wonderful life, 
in the grasses and flowers and trees around 
you, and in the songsters that gladden the 
morning hours? Our God is a great God,’ 
and has made marvelous provision for his 
creatures. We do not think nearly enough 
about him. When you are walking along 
the street, or busy about the household, or: 
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in school or office, do you let your mind 
rise above the things that you have to do, 
to the Doer of the wonders all about us? And 
just think, we as believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ have the family right to call 
him Father! Yet he is the creator of all 
these wonders. An astronomer one eve- 
ning showed a picture on a screen to a 
crowd of business men. It was a solemn 
moment when he said: “You are now look- 
ing at a photograph of the farthest stars: 
that the human eye, through a telescope, 
has ever. seen.” Oh the marvels of his 
creative power, and of his loving care over 
his creatures! Shall we trust him without 
anxiety? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 











Lesson for April 4 


Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class. 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: In the beginning — God. 
Discussion: See how far one can get in 
explaining a worm, or a crab, or a bird, or 
a. dog, or a horse, or a man — or the strato- 
sphere or the stars. 


‘Objective: Giving God the glory. 


AY, fellows, I like to think of it: “In 

the beginning — God.” In all that con- 
cerns me and those I love —all material 
things, all moral and spiritual things — 
God was in the beginning. The eternal 
Father, who himself had no beginning and 
will have no ending, he is the Architect, 
Designer, and Builder of this universe in 
which I live. 

When you see an automobile, a house, a 
factory, a piano, a radio, an airplane, you 
know that back of each there was a mas- 
ter mind. Long before these things ap- 
peared, some one who could. think and plan 
formed an idea in his mind, then with pen- 





Little Jetis Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
’ Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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cil and paper made a rough sketch, rub- 
bed out and sketched again, and a perfect 
blueprint was the result, by which the 
builder made the thing. Even a weak 
minded person knows that is true. 

Yet there are some people who are re- 
garded as intelligent — yes, even very smart 
and highly educated— who will tell you 
that all this marvelous universe just hap- 
pened. By an unexplainable accident some 
tiny speck made its appearance in the cos- 
mic space and became a planet, and that 
threw off other specks that developed into 
other planets, and on these planets little 
gummy stuff oozed out, which became wig- 
gling things that very gradually developed 
a character of life according to their re- 
spective environment, and after millions of 
years became human beings. On the way, 
however, some of these were sidetracked 
and, according to the accident of vertebrae, 
became fishes, birds, and animals, But it 
all “just happened.” 

Fellows, that is a terrible load to carry 
if you have to explain it, for it cannot be 
explained. Moreover, it is an insult to the 
intelligence God. our Father has endowed 
us with. There is only one explanation of 
the universe and that is: “In the begin- 
ning — God.” This is not mental laziness, 
as some of the smart professors would 
charge; it is just faith. It is faith in God 
our Father’s own statement about it. It 
is simply recognizing the fact that we are 
the creatures and he is the Creator; that 
we are finite and that he is infinite. That 
is the way I like to think about it: the 


_ One who was in the beginning is also the 


One who is at the head and is the director 
of all things sow and will continue through- 
out eternity. If the beginning “just hap- 
pened,” as these smart ones say, then what 
may we expect of the end? That must also 
be one grand accident —a catastrophe! But 
I know that. he who began all things has 
also the future in his Almighty Hand, so 
I need have no fear. 

“In the beginning — God.” 

PorTLAND, OREG. 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of the Miracle Book Club 


HEN Louise’s father gave her a 
watch for a birthday gift he said: 
“T give you Psalm 139: 14 and this watch. 
I hope it will remind you of your Creator.” 

“How do you mean, Dad?” 

“This watch did not make itself. 
not evolve. A person made it for a pur- 
pose. Many a person can look at a watc 
and tell the time of day, but only the watch- 
maker makes the watch. You know that 
there is a person back of the fact of the 
wheels and motions of the watch, and that 
is why God reminds us in Romans 1: 20 
that ‘the invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead; so 
that they are without excuse: because that, 
when they knew God, they glorified him 
not as God, neither were thankful; but be- 
came vain in their imaginations, and their 
foolish heart was darkened.’ 

“If a watch is made with the purpose of 
allowing one to ‘tell time,’ surely the Cre- 
ator of all the worlds would have a purpose. 
He does. Can you tell me God’s purpose 


It did 
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in creation? You should be as clear and 
definite in your thinking along this line as 
you are when you say definitely: ‘It is 
fifteen minutes past five.’” 

Louise was silent for some time, thinking 
carefully. Finally she said: . “Get out your 
Bible, Dad, and give me some references. 
I’m afraid I cannot answer your question. 
Why did God create? All around me folks 
are asking what it is all about.” 

“There is a love purpose back of every 
act of God in creation and in rulership,” 
answered her father. “Turn to Ephesians 
2: 4-10 and note especially verse seven: 
‘That in the ages to come he might shew 
the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.’ 
God IS LOVE, and love requires a per- 
son, and then another person to love that 
person. Our Creator-God’s heart has such 
a great capacity for love that he needs 
many little lives to satisfy his great love, 
and because God is holy he needs these 
little folks made like unto him in purity. 
Love requires that one choose to love... God 
is not a dictator. God does not cross the 
human will in the matter of salvation. 
Therefore God planned to give a proof of 
his love, and in this very test of his love 
give opportunity for the testing of ours, 
so that love may be mutual, and thus satisfy. 

“Before the foundations of the world God 
planned Calvary. as the test of love. Turn 
to 1 Peter, and see how he declares it in 
verses 18-21 of chapter 1. This is the God 
who knew exactly how far to. have the sun 
from the earth when he made it the. first 
time, knowing it was to be inhabited. Sci- 
ence is but recently realizing:.that if the 
sun were any closer to the earth it would 
scorch the earth and be too hot for human 
life, and if it were any farther. away it 
would make the earth so cold that we'd 
freeze. God made the original earth beau- 
tiful and to be inhabited. The Revised Ver- 
sion for Isaiah 45:18 reads, ‘Thus saith 
Jehovah that created the heavens, the God 
that formed the earth and made it, that 
established it and created it not a waste, 
that forrhed it to be inhabited.’ In the 
dateless past God created the heavens and 
the earth. Turn to Isaiah 40:25, 26 and 
enjoy the scope of the thought. 

“Then many reverent. scholars believe 
that this original earth became void. Some 
great catastrophe came between the first 
and second verses of Genesis, and we find 
in Ezekiel 28: 12-18 the ‘flash back’ of the 
story that explains that the created being 
desired to be as great as God and so 
wrecked this earth and brought blackness. 
But this was no surprise to God. God had 
planned to display the glory of his love on 
the background of blackness, even as a 
jeweler displays his best diamond on a 
black velvet. 

“Lucifer, who is now called Satan, could 
not reconstruct the earth which he had 
wrécked by his choice to be as great as 
the One who had created him. Therefore 
the true Creator speedily put into order 
that which was in chaos. When God said, 
‘Let there be light,’ he was calling for 
cosmic light which he had already created 
(as Dr. Scofield suggests), and merely 
needed to be turned on with the same ease 
with which you turn on the electric light 
which is always electric light but needs 
your wires and switches. Light iri this case 
did not mean the sun. Thousands of words 
might be written about light, or love, or the 
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life which is telling us of God the Creator; 
but let us start on a trail through the whole 
Bible to note the statements of God con- 
cerning LIFE, LIGHT, or LOVE, and 
then we shall see that he is offering us life 
in him who is Light and Love. 


Oaktanp, CALIF. 


w 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Material: Cut out eight slightly flattened 
circles to repfesent the earth. Tack one 
over the other as you tell the story of 
creation. First one, golden; second one, 
black; third one, gray; fourth one, gray, 
with America’s outline in lighter gray; fifth 
. one, with green grass and ftrees;. sixth one, 
. sunshine and garden; seventh one, with 
sunshine, garden, :nd animals; eighth one, 
with sunshine, garden, animals, man, and 
woman, 
Give each child a cardboard earth upon 
which to print the Golden Text. 











IN THE beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth, perfect and beau- 
tiful. We'H put up this golden circle for 
that perfect earth. 

But something happened. Sin ruined that 
beautiful earth, and the next picture of it 
we see is black, darkness. (Put up No. 2 
over No, 1.) Then God begins to make 
over this ruined world, and first we see 
the light begin to drive away the darkness. 
Next God divided the waters on the earth 
from those above, and in our fourth picture 
‘we see the land appearing, our own land 
‘of America, with other continents. 

God does more: he commands the grass 
‘and trees and flowers to grow, so the earth 
‘is becoming beautiful again. But there is 
‘something missing. Can you tell me what? 

Look at this one! Sunshine! At last 
the clouds and darkness are all cleared 
away and the sun shines brightly. 

Just two more pictures tell the rest of 
the story. What is there new in this pic- 
ture? Animals. Yes. God created ani- 
mals. And what was the last thing cre- 
ated? Man. God created man, perfect and 
beautiful. 

And what is our Golden Text? You can 
all say it now, and tell the story of crea- 
tion, can’t you? 

Mopesto, Car. 

ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(Oe the lesson for Apeil 4) 


t. The expression, “Let us make man in 
our image” (1:26), indicates how personal 
is the whole matter of creation; man is a 
person becauSe created in God’s image. God 
blessed man, and rejoiced in his creation as 
all “very good.” God's preparation of Eden 
and his provision of a wife for Adam indi- 
cates his personal, tender love. 


2. On day one, light was created; on day 
four fight-holders. day two, heaven and 
waters were created; on day five, birds and 
fish. On day three, "dry land and vegetation 
appeared; on six, animals and man, 

3- That a terrible cataclysm had overtaken 
. the earth as the result of bared judgment 
(Jer. 4: 23-36; Isa. 24:1; 45: he 
beautiful and perfect earth had iy ruined by 
sin (Ezek. 28: 12-15; Isa. 14: 9-14). 


4. The triune God created the heavens and . 


wie” earth, and we know that all things were 
created through the Son of God ‘(John 1: 3). 
The Father, Son, and Spirit: consulted when 
, “Let ws make man.” Natural light 
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is a symbol of Christ, who is the Light of the 
world; the tree of life is also a symbol of 
Christ, the Life of men. 


5: The reason given for Adam’s calling his 
wife “Woman” (2: 23) indicates that it was 
through the use of his high intelligence that 
he named the animals also, each according to 
some outstanding characteristic (cf. 3: 20). 


6. As the tree of the knowled ige of good 
and evil meant the punishment and death that 
came through disobedience, so the tree of life 
stood for the reward of eternal life for obe- 
dience. It indicates also the need of con- 
Sra drawing life from God (cf. Rev. 
22:2). 
7. “And God said.” 


8. Thirty-six. The account is to exalt and 
magnify God, and emphasize that he is_ the 
source of all things, and is to be worshiped 
as Creator. 


9. Man was “created,” quite distinct from 
other animals, as the: animals were distinct 
from matter; man was created in image 
of God, was the crown of creation, was sepa- 
rate from all the other creations, was made to 
have dominion over creation, was created male 
and female so that there would be a human 
race, was created for fellowship with God. 


10. The heavens and the earth are a unit, 
made of the same substance ; there are three 
main orders: matter, animal life, man; crea- 
tion came to a definite end; the earth, in the 
purpose of God, is the center of the universe ; 
man is the crown of creation. 


The Blessings of a 
Day of Prayer 


HE Nation-Wide Day of Prayer for 

Revival, which was observed last No- 
vember 22, was undoubtedly the means of 
bringing blessing to our country. The Great 
Commission Prayer League of Chicago, 
which issued a large poster early last au- 
tumn to be used in announcing the Day 
of Prayer, has recently sent out the fol- 
lowing report: 

“The facts related awaken deep gratitude 
to God for the way the poster was received, 
commented on, and responded to all over 
the country. 

“Before giving details let us say that 
the poster ministry was entered upon with 
fear, trembling, and much prayer. How- 
ever, the message was received as a timely 
appeal for revival prayer. Fears were dis- 
appointed and hopes more than realized. 

“Judging fromthe requests for the 
posters, and for mats of the poster to be 
used in reprinting it in various journals, 
it appears that much more attention was 
given to the call this year than formerly. 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times published the 
poster cartoon on the cover of its issue 
of October 24. Other editors displayed the 
cartoon. Many ministers gave up the day 
to prayer. Union meetings were held in 
many places. Two governors are reported 
to have called on their people to observe 
the day. Official word came from the Gov- 
ernor of Kentucky. The spirit of prayer 
was evident in every part of the land. There 
was a general quickening of spiritual life. 

“The Lord provided funds for sending 
out 65,000 posters. National executives, 
members of Congress, governors, editors, 
bishops, ministers, and others received them. 
Without glorification of human names and 
the exploitation of interest in spiritual 
things, this call was sent into every corner 
of the land. The embers of the revival fire 
in many homes, churches, and prayer groups 
were given fresh fuel.” 

The Great Commission Prayer League 
(808 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago) is grate- 
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ful for the prayers of many friends for the 
success of the call and the poster last 
autumn. It is hoped that many will con- 
tinue to pray for God’s blessing on the 
Day of Prayer to be observed May 16 of 
this year, and that multitudes will set aside 
that day to plead again for God's blessing 
upon our troubled nation. Further word 
concerning this year’s Day of Prayer will 
be published in an early issue of the Trmes. 





[ Children at Home 


The Golden Eaglet 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE winter sunset was all wind-blown 

flame and incandescent violet as Betty 
Carstairs reached Floyd’s Island in the 
depths of the great Okefinokee Swamp, 
which covers six hundred square miles be- 
tween Georgia and Florida. 

Early in the year Mr. Carstairs had 
promised Betty, who was an enthusiastic 
Girl Scout, that if she could qualify as a 
Golden Eaglet, she could spend her vaca- 
tion with him at his camp on the island, 
and only that month she had won that 
honor. 

Soon after her arrival Mr. Carstairs was 
called North for a few days, and left Betty 
in his bungalow under the care of Uncle 
Billy, the caretaker of the island, a gentle 
gnome of a man about four feet high, with 
a fierce, white moustache, faded blue eyes, 
and a soft, Southern voice, who lived in a 
little shack a hundred yards or so down 
the trail from the bungalow. 

The morning after her father had left, 
Betty woke up early and stepped outside 
to watch the sun rise over the cypresses. 
Down the trail, through the curling mists 
all violet and pearl, she could see Uncle 
Billy leaving his shack to get an armful of 
wood. Suddenly in the tree just over her 
head a pine-woods sparrow began to sing 
his song, whose golden melody has in it 
something of that mystery and magic 
which at times one hears in the song of 
the hermit thrush. 

As Betty stood there it almost seemed to 
her that she was listening to some strain 
not of earth, and she beckoned to Uncle 
Billy to join her. For a long time the. 
two stood there listening. When at last 
the bird stopped singing and flew away, 
Uncle Billy drew a deep breath and looked 
up at Betty with wistful eyes. 

“Do you know,” he said slowly, “when I 
hear that bird sing, I ’most believe I’m 
goin’ to live forever.” 

“Why, of course you are, Uncle Billy,” 
returned Betty. “We all are.” 

“Well,” the old man replied slowly, “I 
know the preachers say we are, an’ I used 
to think so, too, when I was young. Now 
I’m old an’ tired an’ I ain’t so sure. But 
when I hear that bird sing, I know it, I 
know it.” ; 

The day before Mr. Carstairs’ reteyn 
was as warm as late spring in the North. 
Soon after breakfast Uncle Billy shoul-. 
dered his ax and led the way toward a big 
pine stump where he and Betiy had plan- 
ned to cut some light wood for the fires. 
As they moved through the dwarf pal- 
mettos, there sounded just in front of the 
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old man a sudden whirring rattle, and his 
foot landed full-on a rough-scaled coil 
which writhed horribly. 

As he sprang back a heart-shaped head 
with lidless, glittering eyes and gaping jaws 
shot through the serrated leaves and drove 
two crooked, glistening fangs through the 
worn denim of Uncle Billy’s overalls and 
deep into his leg, just above the knee. With 
a groan the old man slashed downward 
with his ax and the next moment the 
headless body of an eight-foot diamond-back 
rattlesnake, all sulphur yellow and green- 
ish-brown thrashed through the dry pal- 
metto stalks. As the old man turned to 
speak to Betty his face showed grayish- 
white and seemed suddenly sunken and piti- 
ful. He sat down and rolled up the right 
leg of his overalls and stared despairingly 
at two tiny punctures showing crimson and 
livid against the bare skin. 

“He got me that time for sure,” he said 
at last very quietly. “You just run back 
to the cabin an’ stay there until your Pa 
comes back. There ain’t nothin’ to be done, 
an’ I’ll be all right here.” 

Betty hardly listened to what he was 
saying, so busy was her mind on her First 
Aid lessons. 

“Tie, cut, and suck out poison,” she whis- 
pered to herself, as the formula for snake- 
bite came back to her. 

The pale face of Uncle Billy seemed to 
look pleadingly into hers in spite of his 
brave words, and suddenly a great wave of 
love and pity for the little, gentle old man 
came over her. 

“Uncle Billy,” she said and tried to make 
her voice sound reassuring, “you’re going 
to be all right. I’ve learned how to treat 
snake-bites, and whatever happens, [ll 
never leave you. So just you lie still and 
let Dr. Betty take care of you.” 

Even as she spoke she had wound the 
silk handkerchief which she had taken from 
her neck about Uncle Billy’s leg just above 
the fang marks, and twisted it tight with a 
short stick for a tourniquet. 

Then she opened the sharpest blade of 
her Girl Scout knife. 

“Don’t move, dear Uncle Billy,” she said, 
and her voice trembled in spite of her- 
self. “I’ve got to make a cut through each 
fang mark.” 

It was the old man’s imperturbable man- 
ner that gave her the courage to go on. 

“Take your time, honey, and do all the 
cuttin’ you want,” he urged her. 

Another minute and that part of the op- 
eration was over. As she stooped to suck 
out the envenomed blood, Uncle Billy stop- 
ped her. 

“Don’t yo’, don’t yo’,” he protested. “It 
may kill yo’. I’ll never let yo’ do it.” 

Betty looked at him tenderly. 

“There’s no danger, and if there were 
I’d do it for you,” she said, and the next 
moment the last and worst part of. the 
treatment for snake-bite was over. 

Then, little by little, Betty loosened the 
- ligature and spread moist compresses of 
boric acid over the wound, which she 
brought from her First Aid kit. After- 


ward she helped Uncle Billy back to his : 


shack and stayed with him there until it 
was certain that he was out of danger. 
The next day Mr. Carstairs and Bud 
eame back, and Uncle Billy told them 
brokenly what had happened. 
Betty tried to make little of it, but she 
flushed with pleasure at her father’s look. 
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“The golden eaglet has learned to fly,” 
was all that he said. 

At last and at last and all too soon came 
the day when Betty had to leave the Swamp 
and go back to the city. 

Uncle Billy, although still very weak and 
shaky, insisted upon coming down to see 
them off. As Bid and Mr. Carstairs 
loaded the duffel into the skiff, the old man 
had a last word with Betty. 

“Good-by, Betty,” he said huskily. “Ill 
never forget yo’ an’ what yo’ did for me, 
an’ don’t yo’ forget me neither.” 

“Good-by, dear Uncle Billy,” said Betty, 
clasping one of his withered old hands tight 
in both of hers. “Of course I won’t for- 
get you. I'll be back again.” 

“Yes, yes,” said the old man. “I know 
yo'll be back. Once drink swamp water, 
an’ yo’ allers have to come back, soon or 
late, but I mayn’t be here when yo’ come.” 

“I’ve been thinkin’ what yo’ said when 
we heard that bird sing,” he went on halt- 
ingly. “Ef a little gal like you can have 
enough love in her heart to risk her life 
for an ol’ man she’d hardly seen afore, there 
must be some one back of her who learned 
her that love,” 

“There is, there is, dear Uncle Billy,” 
exclaimed Betty, the tears coming to her 
eyes as she looked down at the lonely fig- 
ure beside her. “Some One who loved us 
so much that He died for us, and who lives 
again and is near us and loves us and helps 
us always.” 

“T believe it,” said the old man solemnly. 
“TI never did afore, but I do now.” 

HAVERFORD, Pa, 








The Victorious Life 




















The March Conference 


A FINE opportunity for spiritual fellow- 
ship and rest in a quiet spot will be 
afforded by the Month-end Victorious Life 
Conference to be held March 26-28 at Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J. The meetings will be- 
gin on Friday evening and continue until 
Sunday evening. There will be no regis- 
tration fee, and the rate of board will be 
just $2 per day. 

Requests for accommodations should be 
sent to Addison C. Raws, Keswick Grove, 
Ni J. 
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“The Reason Why” 


@ Re special edition of the booklet, “The 
Reason Why,” which was issued by the 
Times for free distribution and which has 
now reached nearly 100,000 copies, will soon 
be exhausted. However, copies may be 
purchased at any time from The Christian 
Life Literature Fund, 1201 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 5 cents each, 50 cents a 
dozen, and $2.75 a hundred. ‘These prices 
include postage. 





The 1936 Index Now Complete 


Yicorr you like to know exactly 
where to find certain articles pub- 
lished last year in Tue Sunpay ScHoor 
Trmes? Each year the Trwes spends much 
time and effort in preparing a complete 











What 
Every Jew 


Should 


Know 


@ Here is a fresh Gospel approach 
to the Jew. It is designed to en- 
able you to reach the Jew person- 
ally. There are now nine separate 
leaflets in our new series, ‘* What 
Every Jew Should Know.” They 
are brief, mostly four pages; they 
are attractively printed, with atten- 
tion-getting titles, and written with 
a God-given native understanding 
of the Jewish mind. 


@ The subjects will interest you:— 


1. What ie a Christian? 
2. Was Abraham a Jew? 
3. Don’t Go to Jerusalem. 
4. Son, Remember. 


5. How Many Times Have 
You Been Born? 


6. A Modern Jew Looks at 
Jesus. 

7. The Riddle of the 
Changed Calendar. 

8. An Open Letter to a 
Rabbi. 


9. Thirty-three Prophecies 
Fulfilled in One Day. . 
@ Already, reports come of the 
Lord’s rich blessings upon these 
tracts. Over 150,000 have so far 
been printed. 


@ They are yours for the asking, 
in the Lord. Just say how many 
of each. You will of course promise 
the Lord to give them out faith- 
fully. All are to be had in English, 
or in Yiddish as you wish. : 


@ If you wish to pay cost, or post- 
age, or both, you may figure about 
$2.00 the hundred, assorted. Or, if 
you feel led of the Lord to help us 
in the larger printing and circula- 
tion of these economical and effec- 
tive tracts, your gift will be put to 
work immediately, and will be re- 
ceived as of His provision. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, inc., 
27 Threop Ave., Breoklyn, New York. 
Dear Friends: 
I want to help in your great Gos 
literature program for the Jews. Here 


is$. ..... .May the Lord bless 
your testimony. 
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UNION LESSON HELPS 


Free from denominational bias 
or sectional flavor, Union 
publications can be u 

safety in any Sunday achooL 
Thousands of schools are find- 
ing them 

and interesting. ey 

be the answer to the Fromm 4 
Help problem in your school, 


Write today for free specimens 


American Sunday - School Union 
1816 ‘P} mi la 


hestnut St. jelphia, Pa. 





In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning- anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 

% ~ stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 





THE BEST TIME 
WILL BE HAD 
BY ALL 


AT 


CHALFONTE 
HADDON 
HALL 


The young, the old, the 
quiet, the active—every one 
enjoys it here. And many’s 
the reason. 1000 spacious, 


cheerful rooms. Bright 
lobbies, game rooms, sea- 
side lounges, Ocean Decks, 
and a library. A model gym 
and squash courts. Health 
baths. They’re all yours to 
enjoy, along with con- 
siderate service and gen- 
erous, tempting meals... 
at surprisingly low rates, 
tool 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 


ATLANTIC CITY 
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index of all the articles published during 
the year, in order that its readers and 
members of the staff may easily refer to 
the articles. The index for last year is 
now complete and ready for distribution. 

It contains a general alphabetical index 
of all titles; and a Classified Index, sub- 
divided into a number of headings, making 
it possible to find any article quickly. 

The Index for 1936 may be had for 15 
cents a copy from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 


An Opportunity 
to Hear Dr. E. J. Pace 


NE does not need to study very many 
of Dr. E. J. Pace’s very popular lesson 
cartoons in Tas Sunpay ScHoo. Times to 
realize that he is much more than an artist. 
He is a keen student of the Word of God 
and of human nature, and many of his 
clever drawings show the results of his 
long experience and wide travel in Chris- 
tian work. Readers of the Times will 
doubtless be glad of an opportunity to hear 
Dr. Pace’s Bible and evangelistic messages 
and to meet him personally. His engage- 
ments for the coming months are as fol- 
lows: : 
March 25.—Arlington Presbyterian 
Baltimore, Md, 
March 28 to April 9—Providence Bible Insti- 
tute, Providence, R. L 
April 11-16.—First 
chogue, L. L, N. Y. 
April 18-25.—Calvary Baptist Church, Bing- 
hamton, N. Y. 

April 26 to May 2.—First United Brethren 
Church, Parkersburg, W. Va. 

May 9-14.—Union of Churches, Martinsburg, 
Pa. 


Church, 


Baptist Church, Pat- 


May 16-23.—First Baptist Church, Tyrone, Pa. 


May 38 to June 6—Baptist Church, Green- 
ville, Pa. 

June 6-18—Baptist 
Ohio. 

June 20-27.—Beulah Heights Tabernacle, Eliza- 
bethtown, Pa. 

June 29 to July 9—Camp Pinnacle, Voorhees- 
ville, N. Y. 

July 11-18—P. B. L Conference, Old Orchard, 
Me. 


Tabernacle, Struthers, 


July 23 to August 3.—Elizabethville Camp 
Meeting, Elizabethville, Pa. 


August 9-15.—York Beach Bible Conference, 
York Beach, Me. 

August 17-26.—Ben Lippen and Camp Tap- 
puah, Asheville, N. GC - 

September.—Toronto, Ottawa, and Montreal. 


October 3-15.—Buffalo Gospel Tabernacle, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 


October 17-24—Ghent Brethren Church, Ro- 
anoke, Va. ve 


Dr. McQuilkin te Speak 
at Easter Sunrise Service 


ASTER is to be celebrated in Chicago 
this year with what may be the largest 
sunrise service ever held in America, it 
being the fifth annual meeting of the 
Greater Chicago Sunrise Service Commit- 
tee in Soldier Field, which seats more than 
100,000 persons, Dr. Wili H. Houghton 
addressed 40,000 there two years ago, and 
Dr. Walter L. Wilson a similar number 
last year. 
Dr. Robert. C. McQuilkin, president of 
Columbia Bible College, ahd writer of the 
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leading lesson article in Toe Sunpay 
Scnoot Times, will be the speaker. Music 
is to be furnished by the Wheaton College 
ninety-piece band under the direction of 
John F. Fietcher, a band where every mem- 
ber has a testimony for Christ; and by a 
trained chorus of 3,000 voices led by Pro- 
fessor Talmage J. Bittikofer. 

Elaborate preparations are being made 
by the committee, headed by Harry J. 
Saulnier, who has been chairman from its 
beginning. Hundreds of thousands of 
posters, a hundred billboards, metropolitan 
newspapers, and other publicity mediums 
are being “sed. The People’s Gas Com- 
pany, which supplies all Chicago, is en- 
closing an invitation to the service with 
every gas bill sent out. 

Unusual co-operation is being afforded by 
all transportation companies, with posters 
in street cars, busses, elevated trains, and 
suburban electric coaches. 

Daily radio announcements are being 
made over station WMBI by Wendell P. 
Loveless of Moody Bible Institute, and 
over WJJD by E. G. Zorn of the Christian 
Business Men’s noonday service. Last year 
the service was broadcast over 103 stations 
of the Columbia chain, and a similar ar- 
rangement is being negotiated this year. 





The Young People’s 
. Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 11. The Good Church Member Practices 
Stewardship. 1 Cor. 4:2; 1 Pet. 4:10, 


Sunday, April 4 


The Good Church Member Worships 
(Deut. 16:11; Matt. 18:19, 20) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Earuest worship (Acts 1:13, 14). 
Tues.—Worship in Heaven (Rev. 7 : 11). 
Wed.—Prayer in worship (Eph. 3: 14-21). 
Thurs.—Joy in worship (Psa. 84: 1-4). 
Fri—True worship (John 4 : 24). 
Sat.—Reverence in worship (Hab. 2: 20). 











HE dictionary tells us that to worship 

means to show reverence, or deference, 
or honor, or respect.. Are we honoring 
God, do you suppose, or showing him rey- 
erence and respect when, in his house, we 
are inattentive, or noisy, or garrulous, or 
when our minds are occupied with the 
good time we had the night before, or 
with some probiem that confronts us? 

The captain of a whaler went ashore 
one Sunday and went into a little chapel. 
After the service, the minister spoke to 
him and found that no impression had been 
made on the men’s mind. 

“The fact is, sir,” said the captain, “all 
the while you were preaching I was think- 
ing about where I should be likely to find 
a whale. There is no room in my heart 
for anything but whales.” 


It is well for us to remember that wor- 
ship of God is not a matter of mere in- 
clination. He has commanded our wor- 
ship. In Deuteronomy 6:13 and in 10: 
20, where the word “fear” in our King 
James Version is used of the sense of wor- 
ship, God commanded his chosen people 
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of old to worship him and serve him. The 
Lord Jesus restated this commandment in 
his temptation in the wilderness, when he 
said to Satan, “It is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve” (Matt. 4: 10). 

Again, when the Lord Jesus was talk- 
ing to the woman of Samaria near Jacob’s 
well, he said concerning true worshipers, 
“The Father seeketh such to worship him” 
(John 4: 23). 


But God is not satisfied with perfunc- 
tory worship. He spoke through Isaiah 
and again through his own Son, “This 
people honoureth me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from me” (Isa. 29: 13; 
Mark 7:6). The Lord Jesus taught that 
worship must be in Spirit and in truth 
(John 4:23). 

The -Psalmist of old. had this same 
thought in mind when he wrote, “Let the 
words of my mouth, and the meditation 
of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer” 
(Psa. 19:14). 

3 

Worship to God may be given in a num- 

ber of forms. We worship when we come 
to him in prayer, reminding him of his 
goodness and mercy, and ask for forgive- 
ness and strength and help. Thus we 
acknowledge his power and might and his 
lordship over us. 
’ We may worship God through hymns 
of praise. “Whoso offereth praise glori- 
fieth me,” God said through the mouth of 
the Psalmist (Psa. 50: 23). 

We may worship God when we meditate 
upon his goodness and mercy and love, or 
when we read his Word thoughtfully and 
prayerfully, . 

We may worship God when we. tell 
others what he has done for us. Our per- 
sonal testimony to God’s redeeming and 
keeping power is certainly an acknowl- 
edgment of his goodness and grace, and 
truly worships him. 

We may worship him in everything we 
do in our daily lives, for does not Paul 
remind us, “Whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus,. giving thanks to God and the Father 
by him” (Col. 3:17). And_ again, 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 


ye 

But there will be three particular places 
where the believer will seek to worship. 
The first is, of course, in the privacy of 
his own room, where the door may be 
shut, and where without interruption there 
may be time for daily meditation and read- 
ing the Bible and for prayer. 

A second place will certainly be at the 
family altar, where all the members of the 
hovsehold may gather for Bible reading 
and prayer together. In these busy, hec- 
tic days, so crowded with many duties 
and demands upon our time, the family 
altar has all too often been crowded out. 
What can you do to restore its blessed 
privilege and influence in your home? 

The third place that Christians will want 
to worship will be in God’s house, where, 
with other Christians, there may be united 
praise, thanksgiving, instruction, and prayer, 
in. obedience to the admonitions of the 
Holy Spirit, “Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of 
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some is; but exhorting one another: and so 
much the more, as ye see the day approach- 
ing” (Heb, 10:25); and, “Teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 
3: 16). 
PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
_ By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of , 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 29 to April 4 

Mon.—Genesis 1: 1-5. Creation of Matter. 

PraYER Succestions: “God created the 
heaven and the earth.” The facts about 
creation are made known by the Creator 
himself in the Bible. “Through faith we 
understand that the worlds were framed by 
the word of God, so that things which are 
seen were not made of things which do 
appear” (Heb. 11:3). Faith acquires facts 
by divine revelation which could not be 
disclosed by the long process of scientific 
investigation. The Creator of the world, 
the Author of the Bible himself tells us in 
the Bible the true story of the creation of 
matter. Pray for the D. M. Stearns Mis- 
sionary Fund, Inc. (147 W, School Lane, 
Germantown, Philadelphia). 
Tues.—Genesis 1: 26-31. Creation of Man. 

Prayer SuccestTions: “The image of 
God.” The first man bore marks of divine 
origination. Although lowly of origin, be- 


cause he is endowed with qualities and- 


powers, man still bears, despite the fall, 
some likeness to his Creator. The recov- 
ery of lost glory in Christ is the precious 
burden of the Gospel. Our Maker is our 
Redeemer. Pray for Orinoco River Mis- 
sion, Venesuela (V. V. Morgan, Secretary, 
4220 Crestnut Ave., Long Beach, Calif.). 


Wed.—John 1:1-5. Christ in Creation. 
Prayer SucGcestions: “Ail things were 
made by him.” Divine names, attributes, 
and actions are ascribed to Christ. “All 
things were created by him, and for him: 
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Revell’s- Accounts always au- 
Tr 9 dited and correct, 
easurers Concise,simple. Time- 
Records st 
(SELF-PROVING) $20 rube.,$5-50: 1778 mte.. 


saving weekly envelope 
system. 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


jo. |, for 434 subs., in one 
subs., $3.00; 





1400 ROOMS 
with BATH; RADIO 
and SERVIDOR 


“9-5 6) 


\ AND $3.50 DOUBLE 





Whether you come to New 
York for business or plea- 
sure, you'll find the Lincoln, 
“one of Gotham’s largest and 
newest hotels, offers you 
superior accommodations for 
your hotel dollarin New York. 


@ One block to Times Square... 
3 blocks to Sth Avenue...8 min- 
utes to Wall Street. 
@ 32 stories of sunshine..:three 
fine restaurants . . . the Coffee 
Shop, the Grill Room and the 
famous BLUE ROOM. 

NEW voRK’s 4 STAR HOTEL 
a zs ke & ® 
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TST Otek 
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NEW YORK 
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In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 














Don’t Forget That We Publish: 


AND THE COMPLETE EDITION OF THE 


Jamieson, Fausset and Brown 


BIBLE COMMENTARY 


This Edition contains a Dictionary of Scripture 
Proper Names. 


It has as large a type page and larger margins than 
any one-volume edition. 


Our Edition contains 1367 pages, and the size of the 
book is 734 x 10% inches. 


This Edition is printed on the best quality paper 
and is substantially and durably bound in th 
best binders’ cloth, 
The price of our 
Edition is only 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUB. CO. 
234 Pearl St., Grand Rapids, Mich. 


THE AUTHORIZED EDITION 


Complete in One Volume 


e@ very 


$2.95 


And is subject ta the usual trade discounts 
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and he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist” (Col. 1: 16, 17). Christ the 
Creator is our Redeemer and Lord. Pray 
for the New York. Gospel Mission to the 
Jews, Inc, (Miss Ruth Angel, Superintend- 
ent), 171 Avenue A, New York City. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 4 : 12-17. 
Pre-eminence of the Creator. 
Prayer SuGcEsTIoNS: The excellence of 
the Creator inspires awesome praise. God 
is glorious in his self-existence, sovereignty, 
independence, proprietorship, and attributes. 
“Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever” 
(Rev. 5:13). Pray for Evangelical and 
Medical Mission to Israel (Mrs. B. D. Ro- 
hold), Box 206, Haifa, Palestine. 
Fri.—Isaiah 45 : 8-13. ° 
Creation and the Doctrine of Man. 
Prayer Succestions: “I have made the 
earth, and created man upon it.” Facts 
concerning creation are known only to the 
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THE BEST GIFT FOR YOUNG AND OLD 
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Nope worry 
inthe 


Nor would you... if you 
knew your future was safely 
provided for. 


For nearly ninety years the 
American Bible Society 
through its annuity plan 
has released many hun- a 
dreds of people from financial anxiety. Twice a year generous pay- 
ments are made promptly on these annuity agreements which may 
be secured in sums ranging from one hundred dollars upwards. 
And what a satisfaction to know that when you are gone your 
money will help to spread the Word of God. . 


Our illustrated booklet “A Gift That Lives” 
tells you the whole story fully and clearly. 


—e MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY?>"=™ 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House. New York 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-6 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 














Name. 
A idee PD. 
City. State. 
sone liCcemnremnecmed i anaammnncend cece cellineasnencee clincceermmeneditimeneneriectmenennceectteneeemmet eect TR 





(Lesson for April 4) Mar. 20, 1937- 


Creator. Divine revelation in the Bible 
gives us these facts. The Bible cannot be 
successfully controverted. The. atheist’s 
position is shaky. He rests his hopes upon 
the sand of unproved hypotheses. God's 
great interest in man is overwhelming. By 


a particular providence he watches over his _ 


people. The wicked escape not the law 
of sowing and reaping. Pray for the North 
China Theological Seminary, Tunghsien, 
North China, 
Sat.—Acts 17 : 24-29. 
Creation an Index to Worship. 

Prayer Succestions: “God that made 
the world,” Ignorance is a hindrance to 
worshiping God. “Whom therefore ye ig- 
norantly worship” was said of “very re- 
ligious” intellectuals. “The heathen in his 
blindness bows down to wood and stone.” 
Creation urges worship; but only they who 
know God and divine revelation can truly 
worship. Pray for Palestine and Arabia 
Border Mission, Jerusalem. 


Sun.—Psalm 8:1-9. Praise the Creator. 
PrayYerR Succestions: “How excellent is 
thy name in all the earth!” Astronomers 
bring new orbs of light to view with every 
increase of telescopic power, but David with 
the naked eye saw stellar glories enough 
to make him exclaim: “How excellent is 
thy name.” The overwhelming glories of 
God’s creative power make one to say: 
“What is ‘man, that thou art mindful of 
him?” Pray for Famine Orphanages and 
Evangelistic Bands, Hermann Becker, 
Chinkiang (Yuanchow), Hunan, China. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add S® cents for postage. 


INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 

ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cente—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
‘year, 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, §2 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
_323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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